mspmng prcflle of the valiantand _

; enigmatic World War II-era Protestant
.theologian, a pacmst who jolned inthe

. plotstokill Hitler. With the voice of -
. Kiaus Maria: Brandauaras Dietrich

"Bonhoefferand appearances by

Eberhard Bethge, Desmond Tutu,
Ruth Alice von Bismarck. Directed and
narrated by Martin Doblmeier. 7:30.

Cln Engllsh and German with English

, ,_subtltle' . Atthe Quad Cmema

;. ‘taries
”f‘theme_s that have aired in-

Bonhoeffer is heard in his

however

; Desp1te the
ird Reich, was
ligiously justi-

[
_fied in plotting murder,

even against Hitler?
Director “Martin Dobl-

© meier, who: also narrates,

has made several documen-
' with religious

is close friend

The mystery,
ultlmately re-

mains.’

There’s ' no - mystery,
though,  about- either the
courage or theological cre-

- deritials ‘of Bonhoeffer, who
came. not, from a famlly of

churchmen; but - doctors:

. Hig.~father. was the re-

nowned psychiatrist Karl
Bonhoeffer. It was while on

a fellowshlp to Union Theo-

in New

Ji oumey Fllms

o1, Hitler with Ludwig Muller,:
the Reich’s Protestant Church

Y OR that -
+ - '‘Bonthoeffer: was m’croduced

Abyssinian Baptls

and the abysmal" state:.of
race relations in the United
States. These influences af-
fected }us own thinkmg

[v)
knell about it — wh&re he
began the anti- Na21 Con-
fessing Chu ch the ‘only
; rely,

agamst Hltler
himgelf, .
Doblmel.er is

by the m’atenal
- available; Klau%
. Maria Bran ‘ug

to help his”
German people: . g
Ultimately, however, the
subject matter shores up the .
unsbeady 1magery of ‘Bonh
effer,” which is, in theé end; %
movie of .ideas, .not of
pictures. m .
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Running time: 90 mins. Not Rated: Aduit
themes. At the Quad.

Though structured as the biography of
the late German pastor Dietrich Bonhoef-
fer, Martin Doblmeier’s engrossing
documentary also offers " a  well-
researched history of his times.

Having dedicated his life to the
expression of God’s will, Bonhoeffer
spent his 20s trying to reconcile that goal
with the rise of Nazism. While most
European church [eaders ignored or
abetted Hitler's ascent, Bonhoeffer
joined the Resistance.

- The most compelling words in the film
come from Bonhoeffer himself.” When
Klaus Maria Brandauer rcads from his
anguished journals and lettcrs, we can
feel the. weight of his courageous
choices, which still echo in the emptiness
so many of his silent colleagues chose
not to fill. Ellzabeth Weitzman





