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You might think you know where the Bible stands on the subject of homosexuality, but when
was the last time you actually checked?

In the spirited documentary Fish out of Water, filmmaker Ky Dickens explores the seven Bible
passages notoriously used to condemn homosexuality and justify marriage discrimination.

With the help of a cartoon narrator, animated recollections of Bible passages and witty
illustrations, Fish out of Water makes this polarizing subject accessible and non-threatening.

The film begins with an animated recollection of the fallout at Vanderbilt University when the
film’s director came out to her sorority sisters. Their rabid rejection sparks her search for Bible-
based condemnation. Crisscrossing America and listening to the country’s impassioned speech
on this divisive issue, she speaks with ministers of all denominations, recording the experiences
of the oppressed and the justifications of the oppressors.

Covering over twenty states and capturing the gay community’s devastation immediately after
the 2008 vote on Proposition 8, Fish out of Water presents the hyper-relevance of this old issue
with concern, humor and creativity.

Golden-Globe nominated composer Kaki King (Into the Wild) delivers an original score that
flows effortlessly through the film’s diverse elements.



Ky Dickens
Director & Writer

People

Ky started her film career at CBS (WTVR-TV), working as a Camera Operator for
the evening news. In 2001, she moved to Chicago where she worked as a
freelancer on music videos and independent films. Ky produced two independent
films including Range Life written and directed by Robert Trondson and Ante
Meridiem written and directed by Russ Blemker. Her videography career has
included filming a variety of live musicians including: Concrete Blonde, Nina Hagen,
Cat Power, Amy Ray, Bitch and Animal, The Brazilian Girls, Ember Swift, The Blue
Meanies, Peaches, Leslie and the Ly’s and many others. She has filmed meaningful
events around Chicago, including the Decibel Music Festival, Gay Games,
Gurlesque Burlesque and Estrojam. Ky also produces television commercials and
has produced spots for some of the most renowned advertisers in the world
including: Neutrogena, Coke, Popeye’s, L'Oreal, Pantene, Clairol, Olay, Swiffer,
McDonald’s, Revlon, Cover Girl, Arby’s, and Yoplait.

Fish Out of Water is a personal project that Ky has been crafting for the past three
years under the umbrella of her own production company, Yellow Wing Productions.
Fish out of Water wrapped in June 2009.

Ky graduated with magna cum laude honors from Vanderbilt University. At
Vanderbilt, Ky completed a double major in sociology and communications and a
minor in Fine Art.

Kaki King
Original Score

Kaki King is best-known for her gorgeous, percussive guitar playing, and her
first two albums showcased her work on that instrument to great effect. Her
third album, Until We Felt Red (Velour Records), introduced a gifted singer and
songwriter, as well. Together with producer John McEntire (Tortoise,
Stereolab, Sea & Cake), King has expanded her sonic palate to include
everything from processed pedal steel and electronic distortion to live trumpet
and strings and, most startlingly, her own voice, disarmingly winsome and
sweet for a woman with enough attitude to launch her career playing for spare
change on the New York subways.

In 2007, Kaki received a Golden Globe nomination for her work on Into the
Wild score that she composed with Edie Vedder. Kaki also contributed her
music to Warner Brother’s 2007 feature film, August Rush. Kaki just finished
an original score for the independent documentary Fish out of Water. Fish out
of Water confronts issues that Kaki feels passionately about, religion and
homosexuality, and she’s thrilled for films 2009 release.

Fawzia Mira
Producer

Fawzia Mirza

Fawzia Mirza received her B.A. at Indiana University in English, Political Science
and Religious Studies. She then moved to Chicago where she received her J.D. at
Chicago-Kent College of Law and was admitted to the lllinois Bar in 2003.

She is now a full-time actor and producer in Chicago and the Midwest. She has
done extensive work with Endless Eye Productions including co-producing their
current documentary, A Message from the East. She is also a staff producer with
Yellow Wing Productions and recently co-produced Fish Out of Water, directed by
Ky Dickens.

Fawzia is an ensemble member of Rasaka Theatre Company, the Midwest’s only
South Asian Theatre Company. She also travels the country as an actor and
educator with Catharsis Productions performing Sex Signals, an improv and sketch
comedy-educational show about dating, dating stereotypes and consent.



Kristen Kaza
Producer

People

Since moving to Chicago five years ago, Kristen has worked in events management
for Time Out Chicago magazine, marketing and community outreach for Whole
Foods Market and recently was hired as the Marketing Manager for the Chicago
Reader.

Kristen came on board as the Fish Out of Water publicist in the summer of 2007,
and as her passion for the film grew so did her involvement in its development.
Kristen focuses on the fundraising and outreach aspects of production by
developing partnerships with various community and organizations, coordinating
fundraising events and working with both the local and national media. Kristen feels
incredibly honored to be a part of a project that is so deeply rooted in compassion
and education.

Kyle Harter
lllustrator

Kyle Harter is an artist, illustrator and graphic designer whose work has been
published in Chicago's UR Magazine, The Reader, Innerview Magazine, and
Shades Magazine (online). In addition, Kyle has exhibited his silk screening skills,
designing posters for several Chicago bands.

Numerous venues have exhibited Kyle’s printed work, paintings, and mixed media
pieces. Places include: Sine Qua Non Salon, South Union Arts, quennect 4,
Recycle Clothing, Around the Cyoate art Festival and Columbia’s A and D Gallery.
The nonprofit organizations Art Fiend and Equality Illinois have also sponsored
shows at which he has been a featured artist. www.kyleharter.com

Alan Saunders
Animator

Alan Saunders taught himself the fundamentals of traditional and computer
animation at the age of 11. Fifteen years later, this Chicago based artist’'s work has
been featured on MTV2 and Channel Frederator. Currently, Newgrounds.com is
producing his first feature length homemade film.  Alan also dabbles in web design
and home music production.

Anna Patel
Online Editor, Co-Editor

Anna Patel has spent the last three years editing, directing and shooting for a
content commercial company. As well as creating some very infectious viral spots
for clients such as Tresemme, Stella, Treeless-Squirrel.com and SELF magazine
she has also cut her way into trailers. Anna has edited trailers for several
Documentaries and Foreign/Art House Films such as Martin Provost's, Seraphine
and Emmanuel Mouret's Shall We Kiss. Her passion will render itself most in her
films. A Nephilim Grieves, her directorial debut film, premiered at the Chicago
International Film Festival in 2008. She is currently working on short documentary
that will wrap up in 2009.

CJ Arellano
Editor

pa

C.J. Arellano is a filmmaker, editor, and writer of all trades. He follows two
commandments: love thy neighbor, and thou shalt not get caught wearing a bad
outfit. Learn more at www.cjarellano.com!
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National Public Radio

Member Station WBEZ

EIGHT FORTY-EIGHT 11/6/20009

Documentary Explores the Bible's Take on
Homosexuality

{« »
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Nearly 10 months into Barack Obama’s presidency, !
the issue of gay marriage continues to mobilize

people around the country. Alongside calls for
equality, protestors attend rallies with signs

touting God's rejection of homosexuality. Scenes

like this sparked first-time filmmaker Ky Dickens

to hit the road to better understand what the Bible L
really says about being gay. The result is Fish Ouf
of Water, the documentary centerpiece of this
vear's Reeling Film Festival. She tells us about 3
her journey making the documentary.

Screening:

Fish Out of Water is the centerpiece of the Reeling Fil Festival
Sereens Sunday, Nov. 8 at 5 p.m.

Music Box Theatre on Southport

Listen Here: hitp://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audiolD=37956

Chicago
Public Radio.

About | Contributors | Archive | Series | Contact [[c-3]] podecast m
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Ky Dickens can t outrun Fish Out of Water s divine destiny
by Chris Stedman || photos by Amanda Clifford

K¥ Dickens is in the

belly of the"beast, waiting for a
sign.

Not literally, of course.
In fact, right now she’s sitting
across from me in the sunroom
of her beautiful apartment -
probably as far from krill-filled
whale innards as one could get.
But don’t blame her if she feels
a bit like the biblical Jonah,
stuck in the stomach of some
great big sea beast because God
selected an unwilling servant.

“Selfishly, I want to
go do a project that's not so
socially relevant,” said Dickens,
discussing the documentary film
she directed, Fish Out of Water,
which tackles homosexuality
and the Bible.

“I have so many ideas that
would be a lot of fun to do. But I
feel like the movie has wiggled

itself into a social conversation
that I can’t abandon without
being disrespectful to it and
the people who care about it,”
Dickens said.

“It'd be like deserting your
child - it's just irresponsible,”
she continued. “As a filmmaker,
it’s what you hope for. So as long
as there is a demand, I have an
obligation to the community.”

The number of folks who
count themselves in that camp is
steadily growing. In a time when
same-sex marriage and “Don’t
Ask, Don't Tell” make headlines
daily, Fish Out of Water has had
a prophetic effect. And Dickens
is the film’s beating heart.
Her story is the anchor of the
movie, elevating it beyond mere
scholastic summary.

Like a prophet, Dickens
embodies the film’s ethic - one
that maintains that the Bible has
been misinterpreted and does
not actually say that LGBT folks

JV



are innately wrong - and makes it personal.
There is something individual at stake for
Dickens in the project, as there is for any
good prophet.

When envisioning a prophet, some
may call to mind Charleston Heston as
an imposing monochrome Moses. The
diminutive Dickens doesn’t match this
image, but then again, her message is a bit
different, too.

“When I was coming out, I was being
told that homosexuality was wrong. I've
always been the type of person that needed
to know all the answers, so I went out in
search of them,” Dickens said.

“What I found is that there are huge
300-page books that say that the Bible
doesn’t actually say that homosexuality is
a sin, but I felt like there was this void for
something that distilled the information in a
fun, entertaining way.”

And so she made a movie, weaving
animation and interviews with scholars into
an accessible and engaging documentary.
But, for Dickens, creating the film - for
which she collected donations and went
significantly in debt. “I did the total indie
filmmaker thing and put a lot of it on credit
cards,” Dickens said with a laugh- was just
the beginning. Like any shepherd, she knows
she needs to tend a flock if the message is
going to last longer than her involvement.

“Making a movie is great, but making
sure its intended use is implemented is more
important,” said Dickens.

“The movie is intended to promote an
alternate idea of what the Bible says about
homosexuality, and that requires dialogue,

which means this movie needs to have a
long shelf life.”

Sure enough, the movie has become
something of a movement. This summer
it will be the centerpiece of a campaign
called “The Great American Outing,” which
will bring it to cities throughout the Bible-
belt in hopes of spurring dialogue on its
controversial subject matter.

Though the film has had a lot of
traction in the LGBT and liberal religious
communities, “The Great American Outing”
aims to broaden the conversation around
the film to include wider circles of people
- especially individuals that are less
sympathetic to its pro-LGBT message.

But even before the launch of the
campaign, another community is beginning
to warm up to the film: young urban-
dwellers. Dickens, for one, isn’t surprised by
this.

"I think in a lot of ways the greater
urban environment has misjudged the
hipster,” said Dickens. “The hipster contingent
deeply values human connection, equality,
progressive thinking, and intellectual
attitudes. These are core hipster values.
The film has really been resonating with
the so-called ‘aloof hipster’ crowd, precisely
because it doesn’t really dumb down the
facts.”

Dickens suspects there is another
reason this community is taking to the film.

“[Fish Out of Water] is also a film that
doesn’t take itself too seriously, and I think
the animation is a big part of why it works.
The topic is polarizing, but I want people
to know that they can laugh at it,” Dickens
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said.

Still, Dickens herself has had her share of
surprises when encountering advocates of the
film.

“It has shocked me at screenings, the
people who I've prejudged as people who
wouldn’t be interested in it, that come up to me
and want to share a part of their history and
how the film impacted them,” said Dickens.

“People may talk about hipsters as
disaffected, but I tell you: No one is too cool
for connection and community, to want to be
respected and loved.”

Though the film is making inroads among
young urbanites, Dickens does recognize that
some young people might not immediately see
her film as necessary or important.

“Some people might think this [subject
of homosexuality in the Bible] is an archaic
conversation, that we’re in this new queer
community that doesn’t need to have this
conversation, but that is simply not true,”
Dickens asserted.

“We all grew up in the same country,
where 70 percent of the population are Christians
and an overwhelming number believes gays are
unnatural. Whether someone believes in God or
not or is religious or not, all of the homophobic
messages in our culture today stem from the
Bible, and they contribute to the shame and
insecurity all of us face to some degree.”

One of the biggest promoters of shaming
LGBT folks in America today is the notorious
Reverend Fred Phelps of the Westboro Baptist
Church, who has cast himself as something of
a prophet himself with his “"God Hates Fags”
campaign. Dickens indicated that people have
had strong reactions to the film’s inclusion of




interview footage with him.

"I realize some people are like, ‘why on
Earth include him in this movie?’ But it was
strategic,” Dickens explained.

“Even though Fred Phelps is extreme, he
says things that a lot of people, on some level,
agree with. The difference is that he looks like
a frothing maniac. So people laugh at what he
says, which is the easiest way to deconstruct an
idea.”

Phelps’ presence contributes to the
aforementioned tongue-in-cheek tone of the
film, though Dickens questions whether even he
takes himself seriously.

“They were so nice! We were all just
shocked,” Dickens said, describing the day she
spent with the Phelps family.

“The moment the cameras came on,
they were screaming ‘'‘God hates fags!” Then
the cameras would leave and they would be the
sweetest people you've ever met. It makes you
wonder if their antics aren’t just some big prank
on the public.”

But the strangest moment of the day
happened at its start.

“We had just pulled up and were curious as
to how the day would go. We called [the Phelps
family] to let them know that we’d arrived. The
way they answer the phone is ‘God hates blank.’
They say something different every time, like
‘Good morning, God hates Canada!’ Or ‘Hello,
God hates Margaret Cho, how can I help you?’
We thought it was hilarious.”

“Maybe at one point they’ll be like, ‘God
hates Fish out of Water, how can I help you?’
Then we’ll have made it.”

With or without the Phelps’
acknowledgment, Dickens admits that she isn't
sure what it will look like for the film to have
“made it” because there are still so many people
who believe that the Bible contains anti-LGBT
decrees. But for now she will persevere because
she passionately believes in the message of the
film.

Alongside the contested texts that the
film addresses, The Bible contains stories

of prophets such as Jonah railing against the
narratives of their time. Often their words fell
on deaf ears. Let us pray, if you will, that is not
the case for Fish Out of Water - if for no other
reason, so that Dickens will have fulfilled her
prophetic duties and can take a break.

“This is a project where I feel I must be
responsible for it every second of my life; in
every sentence I speak, in every move I make,
in every conversation,” said Dickens.

“It would be nice to do something a bit
lighter next time, something that I don’t take to
bed with me. But I'm dedicated to seeing this
through. Those receiving the film will let me
know when its time to move on.”

Until that sign comes, her place remains
- metaphorically, anyway - in the stomach of a
creature that is totally at home in water. W

Fish Out of Water will be released on DVD April
20", 2010. For more information on the film,
visit fishoutofwaterfilm.com
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The Scriptures on sexuallty

Reeling fest film
takes on the issue
of religious debate

BY MISHA DAVENPORT

mdavenport@suntimes.com

ens may have once been a fish *

out of water, but her career got a
Jjump start thanks to her documentary
based on her own experiences.

“Inever intended to make a film
about religion and homosexuality,” she
says in the opening moments of “Fish
Qut of Water.” “It just sort of happened.”

“Fish Out of Water” was selected as
the documentary centerpice of the an-
nual Reeling Lesbian and Gay Interna-
tional Film Festival, which began
Thursday and runs through Nov. 15.

“It's the most convincing film I have
seen on the topic of biblical verses and
their interpretation,” says Reeling Film
Festival founder Brenda Webb. “I don’t
know how anyone can sit and watch
this film and not call into question how
Seriptures have traditionally been cited
in religious debate on homosexuality.”

‘The film has also found success out-
side the gay and lesbian film festival
circuit. In October, it was an audience
choice runner-up at Wichita's Tall
Grass Film Festival; due to demand,
streenings were added at the Arkansas
Hot Springs Documentary Festival.

- “Something like 70 percent of
Americans identify themselves as
Christian, so it doesn't surprise me
that there might be interest in this
film,” Dickens said.

After graduating from high school in
the Chicago suburb of Hinsdale, Dickens
headed to Nashville to study at socially
conservative Vanderbilt University.

“I had always romanticized the
South, and with 5,000 students, Van-
derbilt was the perfect size school,”
she said. “Unfortunately, it's also
where many religious, conservative
families send their kids.”

Toward the end of her senior year,
she came out as a lesbian to her soror-
ity sisters, and it didn’t go over too well.

“They came at me with litany of
Bible verses,” Dickens said. “It lead
me to read what the Bible actually
says about homosexuality.”

Of the 6,000 verses in the Bible, be-
tween seven or nine verses (less than 1
perecent) are used to condemn homo-
sexuality, she said. Dickens read each of
them and then consulted with pastors
hefore penning a six-page letter to her
best friend that outlined her findings.
When her friend replied with an apol-

C hicago-based filmmaker Ky Dick-.
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The documentary “Fish Out of Water,” part of this year's Reeling Festival, probes the religious debate about homosexuality.

REELING LESBIAN &
GAY FILM FESTIVAL

When: Through Nov. 15

Where: Landmark Century, 2828 N.
Clark; Columbia College’s Film Row
Cinema, 1104 S. Wabash; Chicago
Filmmakers, 5243 N. Clark; Music
Box, 3733 N. Southport

Tickets: $8-$12; ticket packs, $45-
$80; festival passes, $125-$175
Info: Call (773) 293-1447 or visit
www.reelingfilmfestival.org

ogy, Dickens knew she had to make a
documentary about what the Scrip-
tures really say (or; in many cases, don't
say) about homosexuality. If presented
abit of a challenge, thoi

“How do you make a topic that is so
polarizing entertaining and accessible
to a wide audience,” she said. “The
film had to be non-threatening and
easy to watch.”

Her solution? M.uungh-ad.lt!onnl as-
pects of the documentary genre such as
interviews and news footage with ani-
mation. “There is just something about
animation that is non-threatening”

In the 60-minute film, she inter-
views religious scholars, clergy mem-
bers and more than 170 people from
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gendered community (many from the
Chicago and the surrounding areas).

The main thing she has learned is
not to take the Scriptures literally. If
you look closely at what's in there,
there might be a lot of stuff you proba- .
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The best of the fest

A few of the titles not to miss at
this year's Reeling Film Festival:

“Stuck!,” 7 tonight, Landmark
Century: Frank Krainz, Steve
Balderson and Jon Niccum’s
“Stuck!” is both homage and loving
spoof of the old “women-in-prison”
films. Starina Johnson is Daisy, a
naive girl wrongly accused of mur-
dering her invalid mother and sent
up the river by the testimony of her
nosy neighbor (played by scene-
chewer Karen Black). John Waters
regular Mink Stole (as a born-again
death-row inmate) and the Go-Go's
Jane Wiedlin also appear in this film

him custody of a teenage son and
young daughter just as he is beginning
a relationship with a hunky and clos-
eted former pro soccer player (Fer-
nando Tejero). Nacho G. Velilla's film is
equal parts French farce and brightly
colored Pedr Almodovar comedy.
“Patrik, Age 1.5,” 7 p.m. Thursday,
Landmark Century: In this Swedish
comedy, a gay couple (Gustaf Skars-
gard and Torkel Petersson) find their
dreams of adopting a toddler up-
ended when a clerical error places a
homophobic teenager in their home
instead. It's well-acted and mostly
avoids being too sentimental in its

by independent cult director Balder- depiction of gay adoption and what it

son, an heir apparent to camp film-  means to be a family.

maker John Waters. “Qy Vey! My Son Is Gay!,” 7:30

“Fuerade Carta,” 7 p.m. Tuesday,  p.m. Nov. 15, Music Box: Could a

Landmark Century: Maxi (Javier Ca- movie about a Jewish mother

mara, nominated for a Goya Award  (Lainie Kazan) obsessed with mar-

for this role) is a highly strung head  rying off her closeted son (Broad-

chef who is obsessed with earning way's John Lloyd Young) to a nice

his Michelin stars and keeping his Jewish girl be any more cliched?

small eatery open, and pulling his Doubtful, but that won’t stop you

ragtag staff together. from laughing. There’s always next

His life becomes even more compli-  Year’s Yom Kippur if you feel guilty.

cated when his ex-wife dies, leaving Misha Davenport

“There are eight types of families Bible literally is: Are you worshipping
mentioned in the Bible, only one of the Bible or are you worshipping God?”
which involves what we would call a “Fish Out of Water” will be screened
traditional family,” she said. “The rest at & p.m. Sunday at the Music Box, 3733
include widows forced to marry their N. Southport. Tickets are $5. Dickens
brothers-in-law, men with a wife and will lead a Q&A session after the film.
- concubine and others. My personal mﬁbmsa.’sosdwdufedfarauay

s e erar Stance on people who want to take the .. DVDrelease. , | . |




Gay & Lesbian

mel0uf

Chicago
Gay&Lesbian

%@@

NOVEMBER 5-11, 2009

ISSUE NO. 245 TIMEOUTCHICAGO.COM

ESHE
e

Edited by Jason A. Heidemann
gay@timeoutchicago.com

Religious experience

GOD BLESS AMERICA
..and all its LGET people.

Listings

fyou want to be listed

Submit information by mail, e-mail
ay@timeoutchicago.com) or fax

(312-924-9350) to Jason A.

Heidemann. Include details, dates,

times, address of venue, nearest El

station or bus routes, contact

information and admission price, if

¥ Geared for girls
v Gsared for boys

Alively newdoc aimsits
lens at biblical bigotry.
By Jason A. Heidemann

Name the moral of Sodomand
Gomorrah. “Homosexuality isasin,”
right? Well, what's omitted from that
common, conservativeunderstanding
of thetaleof Lot, whotakes in two
visiting angels disguised as men, is the
factthat when themen of Sodomand
Gomormah surround Lot's houseand
demand he turnover the angels sothat
they might “know” (i.e., have sexwith)
them, Lot offersup histwo daughters
for the men togang-rape. Later, he
impregnates both of them.

The theologians interviewed in Fish
Ot of Water, anew documentary by
local filmmaker Ky Dickens that
screens on Sunday 8as part of the
Reeling Film Festival, point out this
lesser-known aspect and argue
persuasively that thestory isactually
notabout homosexuality butrathera
lack of hospitality. What's unexpected
isthat Fish Out of Wateralsooffersa
hospitable defense of thechurch.

Traveling throughout the country,
Dickens, 31,a TV producer by day,
talked with ministers on both sides of
the debate swrrounding homosexuality
and the Bibletofind out what they
believe the seven biblical passages most
frequently used injustifying religious-
based bigotry really say. Dickenssays
whatshe learned surprised her.

“TthoughtI'dbe makinga film that was
anti-churchand anti-religion inorder to
give the gay community some
perspectiveon the Bible in this debate,”
shesays. "Trealized there aremany
alliesin the church, many ministers that
deeply,strungiy believe this

homosexuality thing has been blown
outof proportionand has nobusiness
even being discussed asa moral issue.”

“ realized there
are many allies
in the church.”

Dickenssaysshealwaysfeltlikea
fishout water (hence the film'stitle) asa
gay woman in the Christian church
(she'sa quarter Jewishand hasa Muslim
girlfriend and an atheist father). Born
and raised in Chicagoland, sheattended
conservative Vanderbilt University,
whereshealsorana Biblestudy.
Rejected by her sorority sistersafter
coming out to them in 2000, Dickens
began a spiritual quest that led tothe
making of Fish Out of Water. She drove
around the U.S. tofind out just what
religious leaders had tosay about
homosexuality and discovered that
silence, not homophobia, most informed
their teachings at the pulpit. "Ministers
often feel like they can't speak outabout
the greatmoralissues of our time,"
Dickenssays. “The number one thing

they say [is that] you cannot speak up;
you have to preserveunity. If youdon't,
youcan getremoved orrelocatedat the
dropofahat. It'ssad.”

Fish Out of Water examines key
passages in the Bible through lively
animation that humorously illustrates
starieslike Adamand Eveand Sodom
and Gomorrah. True, the debateis
framed largely by liberal theologians
withonly two conservatives, including
God Hates Fags'own Fred Phelps (at
his campy best) offering anti-gay
rhetoric. But the most passionateand
resonant voices are thoseof the
everyday LGBT folk whohavebeen
victimsof religious-based prejudice.
Dickens saysdozensof gaysand
lesbians filled her apartment until the
wee hours totalk about feelings of
mistrust toward the church, a hunger
foran inclusive faith experienceand
their own biasagainst Christians.

“Oneof themen I was interviewing
was disowned by his family in the
Southand his church,” Dickens says.
“He became homeless because he had
nowhere to turn in this time of turmoil.
‘Whether youbelievein God or not, the
churchalways servesa role in society.
Thisidea that one group of people
could be barred from this sanctuary,
thissafety net, when the chips are
down and they have nowhere toturn,
tomewas an outrage.”

Fish Outof Water screens 5pm, Sunday
8 at the Music Box . See Listings.
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Events & meetings

# Jessica Halem: Twittering with
Friends Cenfer on Halsted, 3656 N Halsted
St (773-472-6469). El: Red to Addison. Bus:
8, 152, 8pm; $15, VIP$20, seniors and
youth$10. Brave and bawdy lez comic
Halem headlines this night of comedy also
featuring local queer jokesters Bill Cruz and
(Cameron Esposito.

# Reeling: The Chicago Lesbian
and Gay International Film Festival
For showtimes, tickets and venue
information, :m-‘rﬂ‘!mgﬂmfrs-‘:mlorg
Qusted lesbian b-ball playe(s,gender
deviant rockers and Norwegian ga &sﬂads.
ohmy! Yep, Reeling, the second ol
LGBT film festival on Earth, returns for ten
daysof queer moviemadness, and would
vou believe thata bunch of filmsat this
year’s fest are actually pretty damn good? It
allkicks off tonight wn?n The Big Gay
Musicalfollowed by an after-party at
Archnecﬂtmlﬂmé

Bars & clubs

Amy & Freddy Roscoe's, 3356 N
Halsted 5t (773-281-3355). El: Red, Brown,
Purple (rush hrs) to Belmont. Bus: 8, 77,
152 9pm. Amy Armetrong and Fredd
Allen present Sounds of Mototn, {ollowed
by anall-request show.

* FREE FKA Big Chicks, 5024 N
Sheridan Rd (773-728-5511). Fl: Red to
Argyle. Bus: 92, 151, 9pm. Queer girls,
hottie trans-folk and indie gai' boysshake
and converge at this vibrant Uptown .

FREE Frathouse Thursdays Scarle!
Bar, 3320 N Halsted St (773-348-1053). EI:
Red, Brown, Purple (rush hrs) to Belmont.
Bus: 8, 77, 152, 9pm. Step intoa homo
version ofa Lincoln Park frat party (minus
the Republicans) and revel inwhat has
become the best Thursday bar nighton
Halsted's horny strip.

¢ LaNoche Loca Circuil, 3641 N
Halsted St (773-325-2233). El: Red to
Addison, Bus: 8, 152 9pm, $5-810.
Circuit's looking at you, amigo, witha night
of caliente club beats and hombres galore.

FREE Mint Male Launch Party
Minibar, 3341 N Halsted St (773-871-
6227). El: Red, Brown, Purple (rush hrs) to
Belmont. Bus: 8, 77, 152. 9pm. Chicago's
online mag (minimale.com) for fab gay boys
celebrates the launch of its second issue with
achicnight of cocktails and lounging.

FREE Moo Bingo Catfie Call 15-?‘? W
Bryn Mawr Ave (773-334-2525). Bus: 22,
&4, 9pm. Angelique Munroand Miss Foozie
call the ballsat this new night of bingo.

TIMEOUTCHICAGO.COM

$2.99
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[ “Fish Out of Water” Tackles
Homosexuality & The Bible:
The Autostraddle Interview

Elizabeth

14 “My principal concern when crafting Fish out of Water was that love and
tweets humanity sparkled through the muddled mess of human inferprefation™ —
| | i Infern Elizabeth talks with the people behind the new documentary “Fish out of

Water” about LGBT faith, the church, Kaki King, Fred Phelps, Wal-Mart and
how you can see the film yvourself!

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

[Creepy side-note: there's a review by a man in Kansas who has the same last name as me and I
want you to know that we are not the same person]. I also met Writer/Director Ky Dickens
and Producer Kristen Kaza, and talked to them and another one of the producers, Fawzia
Mirza, online. Everyone involved in the making of this film is totally adorable!

8 uothepdi-elocom

FEISTEN FAZA, KY DICEENS, FAWZLA MIFZA AWND MUSIC EUPEREVISOR ASSOCIATE PRODUCER
FATY HAGGIS AT THE CHICAGD PEEMIEERE.

FABULOUS KEY WEST

Key\West

gy & lesblan destination

B

Dur wam "Come As You Are” atmosphere

welcomes all visitors. A tropical Key West g-&tawa',ré
iz a place to be yvoursel...open and relaxed and to
make new frends. So come on down and be :
embraced by our town's official philosophy "One !
Human Famiy”. Chick to find ocut why Key Westis
the Fabulous Lesbian Destination. E
Read more...



“FISH OUT OF WATER seizes the issue of homosexuality and the Bible, dissecting the impact
it has had on American culture, politics, the LGBTQI community and the Christian Church as
a whole. With amimated historical clips and quirky interviews taken from barbershops to
truck staps, the film wnll inspire, inform, and with hope, transform America.”

Official "Fish out of Water™ film trailer

b @ 0:00/2:26 o] 57 P9

The film starts with an animated retelling of Ky's personal coming out story (at Vanderbilt!). It then
uses a combination of candid interviews and animations of the seven Bible passages typically used
to condemn homosexuality to break down how people use these stories versus what is actually
being said. It covers the procreation argument, ‘Adam & Eve, not Adam & Steve’, Sodom &
Gomorrah (which is actually about rape and incest committed by HETEROsexuals), the cherry-
picking of the laws of Leviticus, and what ‘natural’ and 'sexual immorality’ really meant in the 1st
century.

Yes, this movie covers all of the information you need to have in your brain to argue properly with
yvour grandparents, your ex-boyfriend, and the television set.

Elizabeth: Firstly, how did vou decide to make this film? And how /why did vou decide
on the format of part animation and part interviews?

Ky: When I was coming out and being pummeled with religious-fueled arguments, I didn’t know
how to defend myself. There were no readily available resources to help me understand what the
Bible said regarding homosexuality. At that point, I knew I wanted to create a film that could tackle
this subject head-on. I felt that in order for a film on this topic to be useful, it had to be
entertaining and fun. Talking about homosexuality and the Bible can be very boring and
extremely polarizing. Using cartoons to tackle the topic makes this weighty subject easy to grasp

and digest, while also making this topic disarming and accessible.



clizabeth: How did the rest of vou
become involved in the making of

this film?

Kristen: Initially, Ky approached me to
help her with PR for a fundraiser in the very
early stages of production. As [ got more
involved in the project and witnessed Ky's
grassroots style of documentary film-
making, I was hooked. It was a story that
needed to be told, and K3's inclusive and
community building approach was
something I couldn’t imagine not
being a part of; it was the project I had
been waiting for. Things have a way of just
falling into place like that, so [ came on as a
producer.

Ky and I met at a film festival two
vears ago. I was working on another

documentary at the ime, A Message from

the East. A few months after knowing each other, she had seen my work and then Ky asked if I
would work on Fish out of Water. I was so motivated by her vision and creativity and the message,
that I agreed to come on as a producer.

Elizabeth: Has vour opinion/faith changed since yvou started with the interviews? I
feel like for much of the LGBT community, the image of religion that they have is
that one of those extreme right-wing conservatives who think we are all evil sinners,
and that has made them shy away from church settings.

Ky: I think that a growing majority of church leaders embrace the LGBT(Q community
and see us as an element of a diverse, beautiful human race. This senfiment is growing
and powerful and I do think this will be the overwhelming opinion of the church within the next
decade. The question is whether LGBETQ people will ever feel totally trusting, comfortable and safe
around faith groups again. The Christian church has searred the LGBT(Q community
deeply and the queer community has every right to feel suspect and bitter when it
comes to ides of church and faith. The church will have alot of work to do, to win back the
trust of LGBTQ community.

Kristen: We hear alot about how religious communities have hurt GLBTQ people, but rarely hear
or experience how they can support and uplift them. It's important to share both stories, and I
think we accomplished that with Fish out of Water. Giving visibility to the folks that identify
as gay and religious or spiritual is really erucial in bridging the gap that have divided
families and communities for so long around this issue. We aren’t trying to influence
anybody’s feelings or perspective on religion or faith, but we do want to present as many voices as
possible so that the topicis less polarizing.

As a Muslim working on this project, it was great to have the insight into Christianity and
Jesus in a way I hadn’t before. I also think the film helps people of all faiths fight these popular
arguments. So much of the hate that is being slung at the gay community has its roots in religion,
or should I say, misconstrued and misinterpreted religion- whether you are Christian or Jewish or
Muslim. I also think that people should be allowed access to religion if they want it, it
shouldn’t be someone else’s choice whether you can enter a synagogue or amosque or a church or
a temple.



Elizabeth: Any plans to make more films of

"So I'_I'II..IEI"I_ of the hate this ilk, perhaps focusing on different
that is being slung at e D o e B
the gay community
has its roots in Kristen:What's very clear to me after making this
religiun, or should | film is that people stay away from divisive topics like
say, misconstrued and sexuality and religion because of how threatening or
misinte p reted perplexing they can seem. With documentary films,
rEligiﬂﬂ.” we have an opportunity to make these topics more

digestible, so I would say that at the most basic level,
any project we take on will aim to make the topic at hand more accessible and easy to understand,

as we hope we have achieved with Fish out of Water.

Once you start digging into the misinterpretations, it is hard not to want to do more work
like this, especially when you see so many people professing a need for it. We've talked about a few
projects, but let’s see what happens - join our mailing list on our website and you’ll find out!

Ky: Many Americans feel uncomfortable asking religious, social, political, racial, or moral issues.
I'd like to make films that can do this in an accessible, colorful way. There will be more movies to

come!

=lizabeth: The Fred Phelps
segments in the film, ecan vou
explain how those came to
be? [sidenote: Fred Phelps
was easily the funniest AND
scariest part of all the
interviews!]

We wanted an anti-gay
minister that expressed the right-
wing view on gay people, and
even though some say he is
too polarizing to be taken
seriously, we have a lot of
people in this country who
quietly, internally, agree
with his messages. Besides, a
lot of us have heard that type of
rhetoric before, and if you can
disarm those words, make them
funny, they won't feel like they
hurt as much. As far as
specifically securing the interview, I contacted his family, Shirley Phelps, and we went from there.
[In the first Q&A I attended they explained that they couldn't manage an in-person interview where
one of them could be there, so they sent a list of questions and a camera person. I'd be grateful not

to have to bein the same room as that man.]

Elizabeth: Did vou encounter a lot of opposition when trying to get interviews?
Negative feedback? Or did it feel like most of the religious figures wanted to help sort
of dispel all the myths/misuses of the Bible passages ‘against’ homosexuality?

Ky: I was anticipating a lot of opposition but ministers on both sides of this issue were eager to
speak. Regardless of which side of the debate they fell, religious leaders felt it was a moral
obligation to weigh-in on this controversial topic. The most opposition I encountered was
from the LGBTQ community. The queer community has been badly burned by religious
sentiment and Bible-backed discrimination and it took an enormous amount of relationship-
building and explaining my intentions to get the LGET() community to open up with their feelings
and to trust me with their stories.



=lizabeth: How did Kaki King come to do the score for the film?

like the perfect fit for our unconventionally colorful and fast paced documentary. Kakiis a
seasoned guitarist and composer, so we knew it was along shot, but when she had a show
scheduled at the Empty Bottle in Chicago back in the Spring of 2008, we knew we had to jump on it.
We met her backstage and brought her and her band tamales and showed her the trailer. I think the
message of the film really resonated with her, and she agreed to compose an original score for us.
Considering we were at such an early stage in production, it was pretty remarkable to get her to
sign on so soon and with such little information; I think speaks for the integrity of the project. We

couldn’t be more proud of the work she produced-the score truly is an essential character
in the film.

Elizabeth: Ky, I read on vour Twitter that a Walmart big-wig wants to help support
Fish out of Water... did vour head explode? Because I'm still trving to wrap my head
around that fact.

Ky: We keep finding allies in the most unlikely places. Fish out of Water has an inclusive, hopeful
tone and because of that, it brings people into this conversation that might usually shy away from
discussing gay issues. Folks from Wal-mart might help sponsor some screenings in Arkansas.
Living in a big, liberal city, I've always considered Wal-mart as a symbol of the deep red south.
However, things are obviously changing.

Elizabeth: Is there anyvthing vou wish you had done differently? Something vou
wanted to put in or leave out of the film? Someone yvou wanted to talk to?

You know, when you make a film, there is always something vou can look at afterwards
and wish you had added, or changed, or tweaked, or if you had more money, you would have done
a, b, c. But, to be honest, this film is something we are all really proud of, and the thing that
reminds us of that is people’s reactions after watching it.

Ky: Every time I watch the film, I see something I wish I could change. And like Fawzia said, if we
had the money or time to do everything we wanted to do, the film would have been longer,

covered more themes and included more people. However, my principal concern when
crafting Fish out of Water was that love and humanity sparkled through the muddled
mess of human interpretation. I think we succeeded on that front. I hope so... I guess we'll
see.



Elizabeth: I read in an earlier interview that vou were going to take the film across
country in a pink VW van, but I don't remember seeing any pink van outside the
Music Box Theatre [where Fish out of Water had its Chicago premiere as part of the
Reeling Film Festival]...

Ky: The “Great American Outing” van tour will be taking place next July and August [2010]. We'l
be traveling through the South and Midwest offering free screenings of Fish out of Water. We're
heading to Dallas, Oklahoma City, Little Rock, Jackson, Birmingham, Nashville, Atlanta, Asheville,
Charleston, Louisville, 5t. Louis, Des Moines, Lincoln and Kansas City. We're actively looking
for field producers in each city to help us plan our screenings on the road. If anyone
out there lives in one of these cities and would like to be one of our tour producers,
please contact us ASAP at screenings@fishoutofwaterfilm.com.

Churches, schools and community centers can book screenings in their neighborhood at anytime.
On our website, they need to click on the “Book a Screening” tab. This will lead them to the correct
form to fill out. Then we take it from there!At the end of the second Q&A a woman asked Ky
to sum up Fish out of Water in three words. After everyone laughed at how absurd
that seemed, Ky simply said, “Think for yvourself.’ Perfect.

= Now at Alibris!

‘l‘._-'"'
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click here

Fish out of Water will be released on DVD in April 2010 by First Run Features (which also

and it will also be available on Netflix and iTunes. I want to buy a case and send it to Obama, NOM,
California, Maine, and the 38 Senators who just voted NO in New York...
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‘Em In

Fish Out of Water (left) and Big Gay
Musical (below) are just two of the
dozens of movies that will be shown
during Reeling, the second oldest
LGBT-film festival in the United States.
Read about the first week and peruse
interviews with Mink Stole,
Ky Dickens and others. See

Maine voters repeal
marriaqe-equality law

BY LISA KEEN
KEEN NEWS SERVICE

Portland, Maine—The vote tally in Maine Nov.
4, while not complete and not official, suggests
an effort to repeal the state’s newly passed mar-
riage-equality law has succeeded.

With 93 percent of the precincts reporting in
as of 9:25 a.m. Nov. 4, the “Yes” votes to repeal
the law totaled 53 percent of the vote, while the
“No” votes against repeal numbered 47 percent.
The Bangor Daily News provided the tallies. The
state’s director of elections, Melissa Packard,
said her office would not report results publicly
until they are certified—in about 20 days.

The apparent vote marks a significant defeat
for marriage-equality supporters, who were hop-
ing to regain ground lost last year when voters
in California narrowly approved Proposition 8 to
amend the state constitution to ban gay mar-
riage and undermine a court ruling that had en-
abled some 18,000 same-sex couples to marry in
2008. ( The vote in that 2008 initiative was 52
percent for, 48 percent against. ) It also appears
to provide momentum to the anti-gay marriage
movement, which is now attempting to stage an
initiative against same-sex marriage in Washing-
ton, D.C., and which has a bill pending before
the New Hampshire legislature to repeal a bill
enacted there earlier this year.

In a ballroom at a Holiday Inn in downtown
Portland, “No on 1” campaign manager Jesse
Connolly announced to a hushed crowd of a few
hundred supporters still on hand at 12:30 a.m.
Nov. 4 that the campaign was not conceding

Turn to page 4

. Obama ends HIV travel ban

'paqe17

BY LISA KEEN
KEEN NEWS SERVICE

President Barack Obama announced Oct. 30 that
his administration will end the long-standing
policy at Health and Human Services (HHS) that
banned immigration by people with HIV. He an-
nounced the policy change during a ceremony at
the White House, where he signed a bill to reau-
thorize the Ryan White program to help people
with HIV and low incomes.

President George W. Bush signed legislation
last year that ended a 1993 statutory ban spe-
cifically against people with HIV. That law was

called the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS
Relief (PEPFAR). But it did not end the policy
of the Health and Human Services Department
that excluded people with a “communicable dis-
ease of public health significance.” That policy
also excluded people with HIV. And many HIV-
and civil-rights organizations said the law Bush
signed did not really end the discrimination
against people with HIV.

“Practically speaking, with the ban once again
under the purview of HHS, nothing has changed
for people living with HIV traveling through
or immigrating to the United States,” stated a
press release from the Community HIV/AIDS Mo-

rivernorthchicagodancecompany

World Premieres by Frank Chaves and Sherry Zunker

Saturday, November 7 at 8pm
Harris Theater for Music and Dance

www.harristheaterchicago.org or call 312.334.7777

bilization Project (CHAMP).

In his remarks at a White House ceremony,
Obama noted that he and First Lady Michelle
Obama had taken HIV tests during a visit to
Kenya to help combat the stigma attached to
the disease. He said his administration would
take “another step toward ending that stigma.”
He said HHS would publish a final rule that will
eliminate the ban effective in 2010.

“This is a battle that is far from over,” said
Obama, noting that 1.1 million people in the
U.S. are living with HIV and 56,000 are newly

Turn to page 6

20% off with
code WINDY
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REELING FILM FEST 2009
Reeling In
the ‘Fish’

BY BYRON FLITSCH

Various churches and religious leaders have spo-
ken against homosexuality citing the Bible as
their main resource. But does the Bible really
say anything about homosexuality?

Filmmaker Ky Dickens tackles that exact ques-
tion in her documentary Fish Out of Water. The
film asks LGBT church figures and other people
(e.g., the Rev. Fred Phelps) their interpretations
on homosexuality in the Bible while unveiling
new perspective on seven Bible passages that
have been commonly used against homosexual-
ity and same-sex marriage rights.

Windy City Times: Let’s get right down to
it. You've tackled two of the stickier moral
debates [homosexuality and religion] in one
film. Where did you get the bravery and inspi-
ration to make such a project?

Ky Dickens: I wouldn't say bravery as much
as necessity. When I came out to my sorority
friends in college [Vanderbilt University] I was
approached with so much judgment and the
majority of the judgment was based on these
religion-based beliefs. You know—"You're going
to go to hell!” or “That’s a sin!”"—and at the
time I didn’t really have any facts to disprove
what people were throwing at me. So I started
to do research, which led to the documentary.

WCT: Do you think this research and the
evolution to the documentary was also about
coming to terms with your own sexuality and
acceptance?

Ky Dickens: Absolutely. I needed to know
what was true and what wasn’t and I started to
discover that the Bible really doesn't say any-
thing about homosexuality in it. Actually, the
word homosexuality isn’t even in the Bible. Most
of what people use to call homosexuality is a
sin based on interpretation; I started becom-
ing more interested in what everyday people’s
thoughts were about religion and those miscon-
ceptions.

WCT: The title of your documentary, Fish
Out of Water, is a popular metaphor, but what
does it mean to you and to the film?

KD: Well, it's a double entendre! You may know
this, but the fish is a symbol of Jesus. So that’s
one angle. The other involves the idea that gay
people are already a fish out of water in society.
When the church doesn’t show much acceptance,
where does out community get to go? We're lit-
erally fish out of water. It's fun imagery.

WCT: Speaking of imagery, your film has

ROSENCRANTZ AND
GUILDENSTERN

BY TOM STOPPARD
DIRECTED BY MICHAEL HALBERSTAM

CUNURECEUB
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mixed with live-person interviews. Can you
explain the reason of using cartoons?

KD: I wanted the documentary to be acces-
sible to everyone and—let’s face it—talking
about religion can get pretty boring. Two anima-
tors from Columbia College [Kyle Harter and Alan
Saunders] took on some of my ideas I had to vi-
sually describe certain Bible scenarios. It makes
it easier for people to separate certain scenarios
and characters, too. Like, “Oh, that funny look-
ing character was introduced to us before when
we were talking about Genesis.”

WCT: It probably lightens up what can be a
pretty heavy topic.

KD: Totally. Our goal wasn't to throw opinions
at people. It was to comfortably integrate facts
about something that people have a lot of mis-
conceptions about. I wanted any audience to
walk away with knowledge and not feeling like
they were just talked at for the entire documen-
tary.

WCT: You got a talented name to do the
soundtrack—Golden Globe nominee Kaki
King. How did you get to work with her and
how was it?

KD: That's one of the great things about this
project. When I first started, I thought it was
going to be incredibly hard to get people to
help. But it was the opposite. I had a bunch of
people approach me on their own or if I asked.
Kaki came along when a friend and I went to a
concert of hers and got to meet her back stage.
We brought her some tamales from a stand out-
side and talked about the film. She was all about
it. The score is original. We really didn't want
it to overshadow the rest of the film, but we
wanted her style to be recognizable.

WCT: So, looking back, what was your big-
gest challenge with making this documen-
tary? Was it asking the tough questions to
religious figures?

KD: Aside from the actual production difficul-
ties, the biggest challenge I still think about

“HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.2%

“RAZOR-SHARP.”

“SUBLIMELY SPARKLING.”

- CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

NOW PLAYING—ORDER TICKETS TODAY!
WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG | 847-242-6000

WRITERS'
THEATRE

Fish out
of Water.

[
was getting the LGBT community to trust this
film.

WCT: Because it’s about religion?

KD: Well, it's about church and religion and
because the LGBT community has been shunned
or judged so harshly by the church we've placed
this stigma on how terrible it is. When people
hear “another film about religion,” right away
they want to put up defense. It makes people
uneasy. I was afraid that I wouldn't reach many
audiences because of the topic. But it's been the
total opposite.

WCT: Well, I think you've done your job now
that you're highlighted as the centerpiece

documentary at the Reeling Gay and Lesbian
Film Festival. What's next for your film?

KD: We're heading out on the road. We're go-
ing to do some street marketing and handing
out information to people to get the film out.
The DVD will be available in the spring of 2010
to purchase and to rent. We just want to keep
getting the word out.

Fish Out of Water will premiere at the 2009
Reeling Film Festival on Sunday, Nov. 8, at
the Music Box Theater, 3733 N. Southport, at
5 p.m. A post-film discussion will take place
at In Fine Spirits, 5420 N. Clark. See www.
reelingfilmfestival.org.
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Ky Dickens.

REELING FILM FEST 2009
A closer look
at ‘Baby Formula’

BY TRACY BAIM

Mockumentary-style filmmaking is among my
favorites, but it has been over-indulged and
not true to its form in some recent TV shows
and movies. However, The Baby Formula—
playing Friday, Nov. 6, at Landmark’s Century
Centre Cinema, 2828 N. Clark, at 9:15 p.m. as
part of the Reeling Film Fest—is among my
new favorite lesbian films.

I had a chance to meet the film’'s director,
Alison Reid, and her partner, Cheryl Izen, at
San Francisco’s Frameline Film fest this sum-
mer, when Hannah Free premiered, and they
were very generous in offering advice about
their road so far with their first feature film. I
had loved the trailer for Baby Formula but, as
with a lot of lesbian films, I feared the trailer
would not live up to my expectations. It does,
and I highly recommend this comedy for your
Reeling viewing pleasure.

The Baby Formula, made in Canada, follows
the exploits of a lesbian couple who are on
the sci-fi fertility cutting edge, in a perhaps
not-too-distant future when lesbians can actu-
ally have each other’s babies rather than need
an outside donor. Holy hormones, Catwoman!

i

From left: Megan Fahlenbock, Alison Reid and Angela Vint in Baby Formula.

Watch out as the tears and laughter begin.

Angela Vint (Athena) and Megan Fahlen-
bock (Lilith) are well-cast as these partners in
parenting, and you have a real sense of their
screen partnership. In real life, director Reid
managed to shoot this film timed to the actor’s
real pregnancies. The water breaking? That was
happening in real life the same day. I can't
even imagine how difficult this shoestring
budget was with the added dimension of real
pregnancies.

The science in Baby Formula has the spark of
reality because Reid did her research, speaking
to scientists and bioethicists.

“Until recently, it has been impossible for gay
couples to conceive of the idea of being able
to combine their genetics and have their own
biological children,” Reid writes in her press
kit. “That has always struck me as sad. When I
read an article about some science that made
it possible to create offspring from two female
mice, it resonated with me, and inspired me to
make this film.”

The two leads are wonderful, but Jessica
Booker is particularly great as Grandma Kate,
who steals the scenes she is in. Each of the
family members have their own troubles, and
the actors are allowed to seem human, not ste-
reotypes. And wait for the credits, because the
scene with the stars singing Black Eyes Peas’
“My Humps” is not to be missed.

See www.reelingfilmfestival.org.
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Q+A
Ky Dickens

As a Michael Moore-style documentary crusader, Ky Dickens is raking religious
leaders ro task in her new flm, Fish Out of Water. Bolstered by Bible-belc
interviews and fun animated sequences, Dickens seeks to expose the percep-
tion thar gays and religion should not mix. — Melany Walters-Beck

How did you get interested in filmmaking?

I gor a camera for my 12¢h birthday. It was a pink disc camera. They enly had
15 shots per roll and I'd go through those so quickly thar my parents gave
me a video camera. It kepr me entertained for hours, Then a close friend
of mine died in high school, and all this footage of him became invalu-
able. It taught me how powerful film can be in preserving human beings

in matters of rime.

Your newest project, Fish Qut
of Water, deals with the rela-
tionship between homosexu-
ality and religion. What led you
to examine this controversial
topic?

After the moral values debate in
2004 thac determined the presi-
dential election, I became very in-
terested in “the others,” the boogey-
men from the red stares char are
portrayed in the media as basing
their views solely on religion. That
bothered me as much as someone
assuming [that) just because you're
gay you're going to be one way or
the other. Having the gay commu-
nity as the group thar galvanizes
people around certain causes 1
think makes us a part of something
bigger than ourselves. For the film,

we went to Texas, Chicago, New
York, Florida, lowa and many other places to talk about what they thoughe
the Bible said abour sexuality. Talking to people, [I found thac] our experi-

dividual, buras a ¢

ences with religion are very i ity our experience
surrounding religion is unified.

Have you met with much resistance?

When I started the film, [ really thoughe it would be gays versus the church,
but what ended up happening is that there are ministers and preachers
and rabbis in every part of the country that are just as devascared and
enraged about how their faith has been used to validate discrimination
as we are. The Bible has been used as a weapon, and religious leaders feel
that they have to be silent or they could lose their congregarions.

When will theatergoers get a chance to see the film?

We want small-town folk who wouldn't normally see the film ro watch it, so
we plan on touring in a pink van, hoisting up screens and stirring things
up next summer. We'll also do a special direcror’s cut [in] Chicago, then
the Festival circuit this fall and next spring. m

nnifer Lin, will t

A Rare Kind of Festival

From the lovelorn innocence of a little girl finding her sexual-
ity to the woman trying to discover what she wants in life after
a string of breakups, these films paint a picture that audiences
rarely get to see.

The Queer Women of Color Media Art Project presents
the fourth annual Queer Women of Color Film Festival in San
Francisco from June 13 to 15. Festival manager Kebo Drew says
such festivals are necessary because they are ways for queers
of color to express themselves.

The festival is a place for such artistic expression to flourish.
What initially began as a celebration of queer African American
women has grown to include all queer women of color.

"When we did the Queer Women of Color Film Festival, be-
cause it was focused on queer black women, queer women
of African descent, you would not believe the response,” says
Drew. “It was just like, people were so, so hungry. So hungry for
the images because they’re not like the ones that are out there.”
Back then, she says, people were “still watching Set /it Off with
Latifah and taking anything we could take.”

Drew says the event today attracts diverse crowds. “At our
film festival, all these different groups of people end up mixing.
It's an amazing feeling.”

This year's festival features four categories with eight films
each and covers the spectrum of queer life: spiritualism, fam-
ily, sex, sexuality and culture. There is even an entire category
devoted to the lives and loves of queer Asian Pacific Islander
women.

Drew says that film festivals are a great place to celebrate
queer women of color and their lives. Queers of color often find
themselves categorized by either their sexuality or their race,
but almost never by both.

“There's a tendency to think that people lead single-issue
or single-identity lives and we don't. Especially for queer folks
of color, it's like we're not just concerned about sexuality, our
sexual orientation and gender identity,” says Drew. “We're also
concerned about class issues, [and how] the rest of our com-
munity is doing.”

The film screenings (clocking in at 60 to 77 minutes) are
free; however, tickets for the 90-minute panel and retrospec-
tive screening by featured directors (including Nina's Heavenly
Delights' Pratibha Parmar) range from $10 to $20. — Kory Tran



FISH OUT OF WATER IS GOING TO BE *THIS* BIG

So what have you been up to for the past few years of your life?

Did you happen to make a massively important documentary that
explores the controversy over what the Bible has to say about
homaosexuality being a sin? NO? Well Chicago filmmaker Ky Dickens did.

For the past few years, Ky and Producer/PR lady Kristen Kaza traveled

from city to small town, to armpit of the world in order to interview
common folk and religious leaders from both the team gay and team
“yvou're going to hell' spectrum of this long running debate. The result <L‘f‘
of their filming and research is a documentary called Fish Out of Water. /

Fish out of Water combines interviews with queers from various cities
with information heard directly from the sources of religious leaders
who dispel the age-old myth that only angels, not fairies, can truly earn
their wings.

If you should happen to live in or around the Chicago area, you can
catch the Windy City premiere of Fish Out of Water at the Music Box
Theater this Sunday (11/8) where it's being shown as part of the
Reeling Gay and Lesbian Film Festival.

God did make Adam and Steve.

Added bonus to the film = an original score by Kaki King, and animation sequences that break down the
heavy bits, provided by Chicago illustrator Kyle Harter. Oh, and I'm totally in this movie. Just sayin'.

-Kelly McClure

SHOP THE NEW

dollho “se 5 e

SALE IN PROGRESS!




RUTH L RATNY'S

REELCHICAGO.COM

FREE SUBSCRIPTION!

¢ N ; Click here
studio l production I post ‘ events RESOLUTION to register for
DIGITAL STUDIOS Email alerts

NEWS THE REEL THING DATEBOOK FREE CLASSIFIEDS BACKTALK SEARCH ADVERTISE SUBMISSIONS

from November 05, 2009

Producer cashed in her IRA to fund film
Ky Dickens’ doc got top spot at Gay/Lebian Fest

=1 EMALL this article to a friend

“All truth passes through three stages,” Ky Dickens,
a producer for commercial MK Films, says in her
documentary “Fish Out of Water.” “First it is
ridiculed. Second, it is violently opposed. And third,
it is accepted as being self-evident.”

“Fish Out of Water” screened Sunday as the
documentary centerpiece of the 29th Reeling:
Chicago Lesbian & Gay International Film Festival.

Ky Dickens,

Dickens interviewed religious figures, scholars and
everyday Americans in more than 20 states about shifting religious, social and
political views on homosexuality.

Dickens traces the seeds of “Fish Out of Water” to when she came out to her
sorority sisters at Vanderbilt University in the late ‘90s. “They reacted with
unexpected judgment and religiously fueled homophobia,” Dickens says.

She turned to the bible for its take on homosexuality, and found there wasn't much
there. "Not only is the word *homosexual’ never used in the Bible, as the word
didn't exist in Greek or Hebrew, but the verses used to condemn gays have been
grossly misinterpreted,” she says.

“l instantly knew | wanted to make a film on the topic as there were very little tools
out there that broke down this topic in an entertaining, accessible way.”

Cartoon bird narrator evolved into version of Dickens

To finance the film, Dickens cashed in her retirement plan and held costume
fundraisers at the Holiday Club every month for a year with producer Kristen Kaza.
“I'm still carrying tens of thousands of debt on my credit card,” she says.

Alan Saunders and Kyle Harter came on before shooting even began, to provide
extensive, playful animation, “to make a witty, entertaining film on this boring,
polarizing topic,” Dickens says.

Page 1 of 2
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What began as a cartoon bird narrator evolved into a cartoon version of Dickens
herself. “| fought this for a long time as | didn't want to be in the film,” she says, but
“eventually our team realized that the personal element of my story helps to
ground the film with some humanity.”

Dickens and editor C.J. Arellano off-lined on Dickens’ Final Cut Pro suite. Anna
Patel on-lined and did some creative editing at Foundation Post, which provided
its services pro bono.

The score is by guitar hero Kaki King, a Golden Globe nominee for her work with
Eddie Vedder on the “Into the Wild" soundtrack.

“Fish Out of Water” had its world premiere at L.A.’s Outfest in July. It played the
South Africa, Hot Springs, Rhode Island and Tallgrass festivals. First Run
Features will release "Fish Out of Water” on DVD in April.

Dickens is continuing a festival run and planning a tour of high schools and
colleges. Then next summer she plans a series of free screenings across the
South and the Midwest, she says, “to really bring our film's message to folks who
may never otherwise hear it.”

The 29th Reeling: Chicago Lesbian & Gay International Film Festival will
showcase 150 films in 59 different screenings at venues including Landmark
Century Cinema, Music Box Theatre and Chicago Filmmakers. The festival runs
through Nov. 15.

See fishoutofwaterfilm.com..
See trailer at www.youtube.com/watch?v=sU2hWgu_uGE. —Ed M. Koziarski

Ed M. Koziarski is co-director of the feature film “The First Breath of Tengan Rer’.

Page 2 of 2
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Kaki King talks religion and why she hates "The L Word"

by Jarnie murnane

Kaki King has been quite busy since her latest album, Orearming of Revenge, featuring the single "Full
Me Out Alive," was released in March, The cut musician has toured with the Foo Fighters (Dave
Grohl's a fan}, scored music for CNN Heroes: An All-Star Tribute toured like crazy, recorded The
Mexican Teenagers EP for her upcoming tour of Australia/Europe tour and just collaborated with
mega-star producer Timbaland.

King must not sleep much, because during all of that, she's also been working on doing an original score
for an upcoming documentary on religion and homosexuality, called Fish Out of Water,

While she's no stranger to providing music for filims, (two of her songs were featured in the 2007 Sean
Penn film Into the Wild, and she was also Freddie Highmore's hands in August Rush, playing the guitar
parts), this is the first time there's been a personal connection to a film project.
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Fish out of Water

Somewhat of a rarity, King is known as simply a great musician {and "guitar virtuoso," "indie
songstress, Ralling Stone's first-ever female "Guitar God", etc.) as opposed to a great queer musician.
Though she's out, her talent transcends label and sub-genres. So it might seem odd that she's chosen
now as the time to tie herself to such a gay project.

"It didn't take much convincing," she told me, adding that it was the Chicago-based filmmakers, Ky
Dickens (director/executive producer) and Kristen Kaza (producer) that inspired her to get
involved."It's a project they've been working on so hard, for so long. They were just really inspiring. &s
well as the subject matter itself"

King grew up in the south, attending Christian schools and Sunday schools, so she's very familiar with
religion and the skewed views many Christians have on homosexuality.

"I've had people call me a sinner, and I'm like, 'T'rm not a sinner, I'm a great person, she says, "I'm a
big fan of Jesus, even though I'm not a Christian, but in his role as a philosopher. His message and the
message of Christianity can get so twisted, and for such weird reasons."”

King grew up in the south, attending Christian schools and Sunday schools, so she's very familiar with
religion and the skewed views many Christians have on homosexuality,

"T've had people call me a sinner, and I'm like, 'I'm not a sinner, I'm a great perzon,’ she zays. "I'm a
big fan of Jesus, ewven though I'm not a Christian, but in his role as a philosopher. His message and the
message of Christianity can get so twisted, and for such weird reazons."

King wrote seven different pieces for the film, to tie into various scenes, including interviews with priests
or other religion experts, members of the queer community as well as animated scenes, She said she'll
be wrapping up her commitment with the film sometime next month, and that the film should be
released sometime in the next year.

In the next few months, King will be touring Australia and Europe — and definitely not watching The L
Woord.

"I will go on record just so every lesbian in America will hate me," King says, "I don't think The L Word
hasz ever been a very good show, I don't think the writing is all that good and i surely don't think the
directing has been all that good. And sometimes [ think the acting has just sucked. ... It's a soap opera
about leshians and a lot of times it's flat cut terrible.”

If one thing's for sure about Kaki King, it's that she's quite passionate about what she believes in (or
believes totally sucks),
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This Weekend At Outfest: 'Fish Out Of Water'
by Lesley Goldbery | Aticle Date: 0752009 10:01 AM
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Coming out of the closet can be a challenging experience, and for Ky Dickens, her experience coming out to
friends at “anderhilt University in Mashville, Tenn., led to Fish Out of Water, a documentary that explores the
"seven most notoriously homophobic Bible passages" which screens this month at Outfest.

"Most of my friends were fram Southern, conservative families,” the writer-directar says. "l knew coming out
wouldn't go smoothly but | had no idea that they would wail me with an arsenal of Eible-backed condemnation.
| didn't know how to defend myself to the variety of claims they were making so | went and talked to ministers
throughout Tennessee about what the Bible says about homosexuality.”
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Dickens, who was "shocked to hear that very little was said in the Bible about homosexuality and what was
stated was grossly misinterpreted,” knew after the 2004 elections used gay marriage as a "wedge issue” that
she had to take the information she gathered and "present it to the country as a way to set the recard straight.”

"So many people use the Bible as a way to condemn the gay lifestyle but so few people understand what the
Bible actually says on the topic," she says.

The doc, a "genre-bending, intellectually condensed, power-packed analysis of the religious arguments used to
condemn homosexuality and justify marriage discrimination,” is a mixture of animation, interiews and expert
analysis from theologians across the country.

“W'e interviewed a lot of the movers and shakers in this debate " the first-time directar savs. "l spent a year
researching the most prominent woices on the subject and then started reaching out to thern in hopes that
they'd participate. In the end, we found a great cast of experts from every region of the nation who offer and
exceptional recompense of expertise and insight into the subject.”

The theologians include Dr. Amy Jill Levine, one of the foremost Greek and Mew Testament scholars in the
country; Bishop John Shelby Spong, one of the first Episcopalian Bishops to embrace the gay community;
Rev. Dr. Fred Niedne, the head of the Theology Department at Valparaiso University; and ministers from Texas
to Mizssourt "who have risked their lives and careers to embrace the queer community, and even conduct gay
marriages," Dickens says.

lof3|Page
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Az for the "seven most notoriously homophobic passages,” Dickens says there are four in the Old Testament
and three in the Mew Testament and the film shows how each of these verses is "manipulated to bolster various
claims against gay people.”

"Two of the verses come from the creation stories in Geneses," she says. "Then there is the story of Sodom &
Zomarrah, also in Geneses. After that is the 'man shall not lay with another man' verse found in Leviticus
18:22. In the Mew Testament, you have the verses that link homosexuality to sinfulness and hell.”

Dickens, meanwhile, says the title of the documentary, Fish Out of Water, is meant as a double entre.

"It represents the feeling of exclusion that many gays feel from religious institutions, society and even family "

Dickens says of the film, her first to bring to fruition. "Secondly, the fish was a jat century Christian symbal.
The symbal represented unity and belonging to members of the early Christian church, which was a radical
institution because it sought to embrace the marginalized and outcasts. Today, many Christians who brand
their cars and things with the fish symbaol are casting stones and dividing communities instead of truly being

stewards of that powerful 13t century symbal.”

Az far gathering the subjects interviewed in the film about their personal experiences of homosexuality and the
Bible, Dickens says she spent about four months in 2007 looking for participants through social-netwarking

sites like Facebook and through advertising at community centers, health centers and gay bars in five different
states.

"In the end, we had owver 200 folks show up for interviews " she says. "It was the most diverse sampling of the
gqueer community I've ever seen. We had everyone from homeless gay men to immigrants from South America
to hipsters from urban Detroit. It was amazing.”

After securing interview subjects and a wide range of thealogians, Dickens says the main obstacles she faced
were maoney and time.

"“When | started making the film, it was due to passion and necessity. | went after it despite the fact | didn't
hawe finances to back me up " she says. "My inventive producers hosted a variety of fundraisers to keep
production ralling, but it was always a struggle to find funding. YWhen Prop. 8 happened (in California), we didn't
hawe the time or money to wait so | did what so many other filmmakers have had to do: | took out loans
liquidated my savings, racked up credit cards and begged a lot of very talented people for favors.”

As for gathering the subjects interviewed in the film about their personal experiences of homosexuality and the
Bible, Dickens =says she spent about four months in 2007 laoking for participants through social-networking

sites like Facebook and through advertising at community centers, health centers and gay bars in five different
states.

2of3|Page
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“In the end, we had over 200 folks show up for interviews " she says. "It was the most diverse sampling of the
queer community I've ever seen. YWe had everyone from homeless gay men to immigrants from South America
to hipsters from urban Detroit. It was amazing."

After securing interview subjects and a wide range of theologians, Dickens says the main obstacles she faced
ware money and time.

"WWhen | started making the film, it was due to passion and necessity. | went after it despite the fact | didn't
have finances to back me up,” she says. "My inventive producers hosted a variety of fundraisers to keep
praduction ralling, but it was always a struggle to find funding. YWhen Prop. 3 happened (in California), we didn't
have the time or money to wait so | did what so many other filmmakers have had to do: | took out loans
liqguidated my savings, racked up credit cards and begged a lot of very talented people for favors."

As for gathering the subjects intenviewed in the film about their personal experiences of homosexuality and the
Bible, Dickens says she spent about four months in 2007 looking for participants through social-netwarking
sites like Facebook and through advertising at community centers, health centers and gay bars in five different
states.

“In the end, we had over 200 falks show up for interviews " she says. "It was the most diverse sampling of the
gueer community 've ever seen. YWe had everyone from homeless gay men to immigrants from South America
to hipsters from urban Detroit. It was amazing.”

After securing interview subjects and a wide range of theologians, Dickens says the main obstacles she faced
were money and time.

"“When | started making the film, it was due to passion and necessity. | went after it despite the fact | didn't
have finances to back me up " she says. "My inventive producers hosted a variety of fundraisers to keep
production ralling, but it was always a struggle to find funding. When Prop. 8 happened {in California), we didn't
have the time or money to wait so | did what so many other filmmakers have had to do: [ took out loans
liquidated my savings, racked up credit cards and begged a lot of very talented people for favars.”

Amaong those contributing to Fish Cuwt of Water was leshian singer-songwriter Kaki King, who, after seeing the
trailer for Fish and getting to know the filmmakers, provided the score for the doc.

] 000236 MFIE

"Her score for Fish Qut of Water is mesmeric,” Dickens says.

Fish Out of Water will host prescreening parties at Here Bar in WWest Hollywood on July 9 and 10. The
documentary screens at Outfest at 7230 p.m. an July 18 at the Fairfax Cinemas.

3of3|Page
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Get in the
(Pink) Van

A local filmmaker
tours the nation to
change Americans'
minds about
homosexuality.

By Kelly McClure

COctober 11, 2007

v Dickens
K remembers
watching Freaky

Friday as a sewven-
year-old in Hinsdale and
praying to God that one day
she'd find herself in the
body of a boy, just long
enough to kiss a qgirl. At 13
che got obsessed with the
movie Fried Green
Tomatoss, watching Idaie
and Ruth’s romance unfold
almost daily. Dickens didnt
come from a very religious
family—her father is
agnostic; her mother took
them to a local Lutheran
church only on holidays—
but =she was still =cared to
tell them she was lesbian.
And when she tried to come
out, at 16, it didnt go so
well, "Mom, is there
anything I could tell yvou
that would make vou
dizown me?"” she asked.
"&nd she said, "Well, veah,
yvou could tell me that
yvou're gay.” She =zaid it like,
‘Dinner’s ready.”™

Dickens's first choice for
college had been UCLA—
che'd made videos =ince
che was 14 and wanted a
career in film—but her mom




put her foot down.
California, she =said, was
"that place for fruits and
nuts.” Dickens thought, "If I
can't move to California,
where can I go where I can
be totally gay?” She settled
an Vanderbilt University in
Mashwille; her idea of the
zouth was based on
characters like Idgie and
Ruth and To Kill a
Mockingbird's tombay
Scout. "I don't know what I
was thinking,” she says.
"wanderhilt was the epitome
of southern conservative
culture. I joined a sorority,
I was a long blond-haired
Tri Delt, and I dated the
lacrosse captain.” When she
came out in the last
zemester of her senior
yvear, "it was so scandalous
the story ran in the
Vanderbilt Hustler. The
newspaper. The schoal
newspaper!” Now Dickens,

L |
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Ky Dickens; Fish
Out of Water

Role Play

Tue 1016 and
every third
Tuesday of the
manth; this
month’s dress-up
theme is "Boys
and Ghouls.”
Holiday Club,
4000 M. Sheridan,
F73-343-9600 or
myspace.com/roleplaychicago,

$5.

who's 29 and lives in &ndersonville, is making a documentary about homosexuality
and organized religion inspired by the "Bible abuse” she came up against there.

At 20 Dickens decided to start her adult life "haonestly™ and tell someone she was gay.
She let the cat out of the bag during a class trip to Flarida. "I told the person with the
biggest mouth, her name was Haope, 'I need to tell vou something . . . " And then a

day or twa later all these southern girls were like, "Wait a second now. Do vou have a

crush on me?. ..

Why not? Am I fat? Am I ugly?™

Her friends were confused but generally supportive. Conservative Christians with a
deep-zeated belief that homosexuality was wrona, they worried that the devil had
taken hold of her and that she’'d burn in hell. "And then my best, best, best friend,

wha would go out drinking and partying with me all the time, suddenly turned holier-
than-thou.” The aqirl’s parents led a Bible group for the Florida State Congress and
she couldn't reconcile the Bible's teachings with her friend’s sexuality. "It completely
ripped us apart. I think out of defense—mavhbe it was a prideful thing—that’s when I
really started talking to priests, ministers, and rabbis and stuff.”



Dickens, who doesn't practice any particular faith herself, spent twa months talking
with local religious leaders about homaosexuality. Time and again she was told that if
Jesus were alive today, the last thing he'd worry about is who was sleeping with
whom. The handful of Bible passages commanly invoked to denounce gavys, she was
told, were often taken out of context for political purposes. This was a message she
wanted to spread. "In order to survive, I felt like my only option was to change
people’s minds. I thought that if they saw that their views were spoon-fed they could
change.” But the timing wasn't right. "It was still taboo. A lot of the priests said they'd
talk to me when they were retired.” Seven years later homosexuality is a major
wedge issue and, Dickens says, religious leaders are looking for a forum to discuss it.

Dickens, who returned to Chicago in 2002 and produces commercials at MK Films for
big-name clients like Neutrogena and Coke, started work on Fish Out of Water, her
first independent feature, in January 2006. Since then she and coproducer Tristan
Silverman have been recording interviews with a range of religicus leaders—from
Methodist ministers to Scientologists—all over the country, in cities like Mew York and
Chicago but mainly in "real America” towns like Garland, Texas, and Valparaiso,
Indiana. Theyre also talking with members of the GLET community and random
residents of each city, targeting barber shops and hair salons in particular, "because
everybody gets their hair cut.”

"We got kicked out of a lot of hair salons,” says Dickens. "We'd break people in by
asking preliminary questions like, "How do vou feel about divorce?” Then once we
started asking about homosexuality we'd get ushered out.” A lot of people said they
believed homosexuality was simply wrong. "When you asked them why they'd savy,
'Oh, it just i=." And if vou asked them to give you a place in the Bible where it
mentioned that, they'd either say the whole Adam and Eve thing or Sodom and
Gomorrah.”

Several religious leaders have told Dickens that many people insist on the Bible's
authority in denouncing homosexuality because that authority has been increasingly
dismiszed by the general population, particularly when it comes to social justice
izzsues, "Almaost always the church sides on the side of justice in major issues of
debate,” Dickens =ays. "Martin Luther King himself was a minister.” But things get
complicated when people an the other side of the debate cite passages from the Bible
to defend their arguments.

In the coming months Dickens will be interviewing former members of the Institute
for Religion and Demacracy, a D.C.-based political think tank that aims ta bring
conservative Christian churches in line "with biblical and historic teachings" and puts
a great deal of manpower and money into influencing legislation on issues such as
immigration, welfare reform, and tax policy. The IRD itself acknowledges in its own
materials that these are issues on which "there is no definitive Christian position.”

Many members of the religious community, like John Shelby Spong, a liberal
thealogian, biblical schalar, and retired Episcopal bishop, insist the Bible will became
less valid as a tool of faith and turn more people away from the church if it's used to
build an argument for hate. "Preachers everywhere, most of the ones I talked to, are
horrified that if they hold an to this that they will just keep losing numbers. Because
yvou can‘t be discriminatory and hateful and think that people are gonna want to keep
wallking through your doors,” Dickens says. According to a 2006 Harris Poll of 2,010
U.5. adults, anly 26 percent attended weekly church services.
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Dickens has hired local artists Kyle Harter and Emily Carter to create animated
sequences to illustrate such paints, tie together her interviews, and accompany
quotations from the Bible. "&ny place where I bring up religion it’s animated.
Because, ane, it can be boring. And, two, some of these stories are =o far-fetched
that animation helps vou realize how far we are from the context in which the
scripture was written.”

1 Dickens has bankrolled much

IS THAT A of the project with her own
money and through fund-
R EA D E R raizers but estimates she’ll
| N YOUR need about $30,000 more to
? finish, including editing,
poc KET = licensing, and legal fees. She's
applied for grants and received

MUSIC, RESTAURANTS, a couple of generous personal
SHOWTIMES, AND MORE donations. Kristen Kaza, who is

NOW SeAILARLE QN handling publicity for the film,
YOUR WEB PHONE started a moanthly themed
dance party at the Holiday
Club this summer called Role
Flay to help out. The first night
> they raised enough to cowver
Dicken="s and Silverman’s airfare for their next set of interviews, with former IRD
members in New York.

Dickens debuted the film's trailer at another fund-raiser in July (it can be seen at
myspace.com/fishoutofwaterfilm) and expects to wrap up work in March of next yvear.
After that, she'll zeek =creenings at film festivals and on cable and then make a
traveling show of it. "I'm wvery lucky to have a brother who's a complete hippie and
has two Yolkswagen buses and knows how to fix them,” she says. "We're going to get
one of his buses, paint it pink, and tour the film in the most conservative, small,
untouched areas of this country we can find. We're gonna put up projectors in parks,
on corners, and if we get kicked out, fine, we'll just go somewhere else. This is a real
grassroots production.”

Dickens says one of the preachers she spent a great deal of time with, John Fellers,
"fought his whole life in Texas on this issue.” Fellers died the day she debuted the
trailer. *I received an e-mail from Laura Young, the wife of another preacher and a
woman I have formed a friendship with and ended up making a producer on this
film,” Dickens says. "She said, 'He lost his fight the day you launched yours.™
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Dickens revisits Vanderbilt to screen debut film
Fish out of water tackles Biblical. coming-out issues

by Ber Grimwood
Apr 1, 2010
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“Leshians are QK in the South, '
so I went to Yanderhilt,” F: Y

documentary filmmaker s

ko Dickens giggled over a

glass of red wine in the

lounge at the

Yanderbilt Marriott Hotel, /

Through the laughter, the Chicago native describes one motivating factor for coming to Yanderbilt
University as an undergraduate: the homoerotic, Southern female protagonists of the film, Fried Green
Tomatoes {1991, "I mean, if Mary Stuart Masterson and Mary Louise Parker could make food fights so sexy
and if everyone in the film seemed CK with them, why would lesbians not be okay in the South," she
thought.

Alas, before graduation day in 2000 Dickens, who graduated magna cum laude with majors in Human and
organizational Development (HOD) and Sociology, obviously discovered the flaws in that logic, After all,
Dickens’ debut film, Fish out of Water, was inspired by the apposition she faced when coming out as a
lesbian to her sarority sisters during her senior year at Yanderhilt, a decision which Dickens reveals was
provoked by a moving screening of Kimberly Peirce’s Bows Don't Cry.

Dickens is a fascinating conversationalist. Her favorite filmmakers and filmsinclude the films of Todd Haynes,
the films of Werner Herzog (which she describes too accurately as “crazy™), Michael Gondry’'s Eternal
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, and Alfonso Cuaran’s ¥ Tu Mama Tambien, She also shares greatly admires
Cscar winner Paul Haggis (Crash), who even read a draft of her film's screenplay. His daughter, Katy
Haggis, 15 a producer for Fish out of Water, and Dickens got to know her father's work as a result,

I met with Ky Dickens in order to talk about Alish out of Water after its debut screening on Yanderhilt
campus on March 22, a screening which she called “cathartic.” It was the first event in the Yanderhbilt
Lambda Association’s Rainbow Re'Yl) week, The film will also be screened at the Nashville Film Festival in
April,

D84 Can you tell me what influenced you to make yourself an animated character in your documentary?

Dickens: I did not want ta be in the film at all because I was very intent on this movie not being about me,
and I'm very camera shy in general. The first draft of the film had a bird narrator. It was a little yellow bird,
and there’s a whole beginning story about how a fish flips out of water and turns into a bird. It was very
far-fetched. And [ did a screening party to raise money and the funds to finish the film, and we showed a
30-minute clip of the film and then had a Q&aA, After that, people were coming up to me, saying, 'The bird
thing confused me.' That was usually their first caomment. And their second comment was, 'The story about
vour friend and Yanderhilt and the letter was so awesome and inspiring. Why aren’t vou telling this from
wvour perspective? The film would be =0 much easier to understand and more relate-able if yvou put yourself
in it." And I fought against it and fought against it and did not want to do it. And we had a big team
meeting one night and that's when it was decided, hey, let's just make an animated character of me, and
that way, it would go with the animation and we wouldn't have to go back and re-shoot anything. It was
kind of a very late-in-the-game choice to bring everything together after - almost like focus groups and
showing the screenings and stuff,
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D84 How familiar were you with websites such as Soulforce.org befare yvou made Fish out of Water? For
the record, Soulforce has a similar mission to demystify passages of the Bible used by Christians to try to
condemn homosexuality.

Dickens: Well, I'd heard of Soulforce, and they were just getting started around this time [Fsh out of
Water was made]. What's funny is the Web wasnt as connected as it is now. You know, I don't even know
if they had a website at that point. [...] I'm not sure where [they were getting started], but they were just
getting off the ground. I'd heard about a lot of their missions, and a lot of their ministries were in line with
what we were doing. The difference 15 [ wanted to make it easy for people to get all the infoarmation in one
fell swoop that would be non-threatening, quick and entertaining. And instead of having people have to
read it for themselves or pick through web sites or go to seminars or that type of thing, which is all
valuable and impaortant for our community, I thought it needed to be in film format, so I think that's kind of
why [ weant my route,

D84 Has Aish out of Water been picked up by a distnibutor yet?

Dickens: It has. It's been picked up by First Run Features, awho distributed For the 8ible Tells Ma So and 4
Jihad for Love, so a lot of films that deal with the religious gay issue. We are being released [on DYD] April
20.

DA How long did it take you to make this film?

Dickens: It took about three-and-a-half yvears, but the idea for it came 10 years ago at Yanderbilt, It took
me some time to gain confidence both in the queer community and in the film cammunity before [ wanted
to undertake the feature. And it kind of paid off because just the networking with editorial houses, color-
correction houses, equipment houses, [and] that sort of thing in Chicago helped making the film financially
in ways that I could never have done without, you know, kinda getting established a bit before diving right
I,

D84 Is Figh Out of Water a one-off, or do you intend to make another film? If =0, what is your next film
project?

Dickens: I had a film I wanted to jump right into, but once this started going around the festival circuit and
then screening in churches and schools and that sort of thing, I realized that it would be doing a disservice
ta this project if I just kind of abandoned it right now and went on to the next thing. I feel it's going to
take maybe another six months, maybe another year. The country will kind of tell me, I think, when it's
time to move on, and not vice versa. [ want to make sure the film and its message reaches as many people
as possible, and that's gonna take just mare work and continuous e-mails and networking and bringing, you
know, being a shepherd for the film for a while longer. But hopefully by 2011 I'll be starting on another film.

D8:A Can you give us any ideas about what it might be about?

Dickens: It won't be socially heawvy; it's gonna be a little bit lighter. I don't want to say anything right yet
because you're always scared your documentary ideas, yvou know, coming out so quick, they could change
or who knows what, So I definitely look forward to doing something a little less socially polarizing.

D84 I noticed that Fish Oul of Water is structured rather like an essay, punctuated by the animated you
delineating your narration with lots of firsts and nexts. This narrative style stands out to me because I
have never seen anything like it. Did your training at Yanderbilt, with its emphasis on strong writing
practices, have an influence on this structure?

Dickens: I think writing style did come into it, and I learned that more from my father than Yanderhilt, By
the time you come to college, your writing style's kind of been mostly chiseled out. But it was a very
deliberate style that was tailored to this film specifically, and that's because the Bible, as you know,
there's so much information and it's so polarizing that I felt like it had to be watered down and put into
basic sentences and [to] really take audiences by the hand and walk through it point by point by point, so
It would be easy to understand, very accessible, and people wouldn’t get lost, It's so easy to just drift off
when talking about the Bible or something so old and threatening as the Bible. Sao by taking people almost
from a 3-year-old's point-of-view, really step-by-step, I think it makes it easier to follow, and yeah, so it
was a specific choice for this film. I don't know if I'll ever have the need ta make a film like that again in
this format, but I think it works for Fish out of Water.
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O8A: What influenced vou to use Fred Phelps as a talking head for your interviews of theologians and
religious figures, especially in a film trying to justify GLBTQ people to God and his people?

Dickens: Two reasons. One is, you know, Fred Phelps is very extreme in haw he carries out things. There
are a lot of people out there who really agree with him. And by using Fred Phelps, whao is, really, he's
laughable in the film because he's this frothing maniac, and people laugh at him. He was used as this comic
relief, and when people can laugh at something, it empowers them, and it disarms the words, And by
thaving Fred Phelps say these words that people hear coming from their own fathers and brothers and
mothers, suddenly, those wards become invalidated, and you're able to laugh at them. And then secondly,
wou know, within the process of making the film, I really realized that there's no middle ground: It's either
hate or love, or intolerance or acceptance, and there's no polite intolerance or "love the sinner, hate the
zin” type of thing. And to have a very “polite hateful” talking head in there is making it seem like that’s an
CK point of view to have, that it's an acceptable point of view, and in my opinion, it's not. You're dis-loving
and un-accepting of gay people, [so0] yvou're in a category by itself. And I think people need to kind of start
wrapping their head around that. Until we kind of force that task upon people, nothing's going to change.

Q& In what way do yvou see Fish out of Water as being indebted to the independent gay and leshian films
of the 1990s and 2000s that preceded it?

Dickens: Well, I think every gay film that has come before any other film opens the doar, or finds a new
audience or secures its place at a festival that will help secure your place later. Because everything is
related to audience, as well as money and as impact, it all affects everything else. For the Bibie Tells Me
So 15 the most striking example, and it's been the most personal because, specifically, the distributor that
picked us up said, 'Hey, For the Bible did great for us, so we wanna give Aish out of Water a try, too, and
bring yvou on.' I don't think it would have happened if It wasn't for For the 8ible. And, yvou know, when For
the Bible was going out there, I don't think anyone who would have watched a film about religion and gays
thought it would work. Any film about religion and gays at some point felt dry and boring, then someone did
It right and someone did it well, and then there's something that's done great and well [For the Bible Tells
e o], and then we came along and we're kind of given our fair shake. You know, everything is a big
domino effect, in terms of filmmakers coming before me, even in terms of raising money, even in terms of a
movie getting made. There’s no way to know how much influence,

D&d: The funny thing is that, especially in the gay and leshian films that hit the independent circuit in the
early 1990s, they were all about doing away with trying to make gay images more “squeaky clean,” so then
vou get films like Foizon and The Living End and such. It's like, "We're here, we're queer,” and, as B. Ruby
Rich said [in her 1992 essay, "New Queer Cinema"], "Get hip ta [us].” In what way do you see a different
trend sort of coming in specifically gay and lesbian independent films making the rounds that now get to be
more about educating than about being outright “"Here we are.”

Dickens: There’s kind of two movements that have sprung up. The first one in queer cinema was the idea
that our characters and our representations have never been seen befare. People were writing characters
that were extreme: very flamboyant men that were easy to laugh at, vou know, kind of the jester, or
butchy women. There was kind of stereotyping of our roles, and there was almost no apologizing for the
'Hey, this is who we are, You're gonna accept us exactly for our differences and celebrate those
differences.' And now since the 'post-gay gayness' of wanting to really fit in, and we're kind of this big
queer community, there's kind of this idea of not necessarily wanting to celebrate our differences but
wanting to celebrate our similarities and our likenesses, so our characters are like this and this and this and
'Oh, I also happen to be gay.' And I think that's great, too, but it's gonna take both because we don't
want to get rid of the sweet, flamboyant guy and the super bull dyke or whatever because then we're
missing those important factors in our community. BDickenut there is a difference happening, I think, in
queer cinema between celebrating our differences and celebrating our similarities. It's interesting.
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Calling all Queers

Local filmmaker seeks GLBT participants for
documentary on gays and religion

By Alicia Kismet Eler

For the past six years, Chicago-based documentary filmmaker Ky Dickens has been
contemplating what the Bible really says about homosexuality. Through interviews
with religious leaders from all sects of Judeo-Christianity, religious scholars, academics
specializing in religious studies, and members of the GLBT community, Dickens’
upcoming film Fish Qut of Water reveals that right-wing fundamentalists have wronaly
misinterpreted the Bible. Dickens is hopeful that the film will be completed by the
spring of 2008, right before the November 2008 presidential elections. She wants to
rock the religious right and, hopefully, start a revolution against homophobia within
organized religion.

CHILL: How did you realize that you wanted to produce/direct documentary film?

Ky Dickens: I got my first video camera when I was 14 and became obsessed with
taping everything going on in my life—the video camera became an extension of my
own baody. I always thought that human interaction was more interesting than fiction.
I started making documentaries in high school when my good friend died. In college, I
made a plethora of documentaries about being down in the South, and when 1
started coming out of the closet I made a film about that. When I got out of school I
started working on commercials—you know, it pays the bills. However, documentary
film is my passion and, I believe, the most truthful type of art that there is.

CHILL: Where did you get the inspiration for Fish Out of Water?

KD: When I came out my senior year of college at Vanderbilt University, I was shocked
by how pelted I was with religious rhetoric and what I've come to refer to as “bible
abuse.” At the time, I didnt have the resources to fend off peoples’ claims about
homosexuality being sinful and perverse.

After I graduated, which was about six years ago, 1 started talking to priests, rabbis,
theologians, and other religious figures to see what they really thought about the
"homosexual lifestyle,” and I found that not just a few, but hundreds and thousands
across the country think that homosexuality is a normal, healthy way of life, an
identity to be celebrated and not shamed by. However, six years ago, a lot of
religious leaders would not come out and say this on tape—they thought that they
would lose their jobs and they werent ready to talk about the homosexual issue. And
that's where I got inspired: I decided that I had to make a documentary about this. I
thouaht if I could get religious leaders to speak out, a lot of queers who struagagle with
their sense of spiritual identity could finally get some vindication.
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CHILL: Tell me more about the spiritual leaders and academics who are standing
up for GLBTs. What are they saying?

KD: I have talked to people in every single faith group including rabbis, priests in the
Catholic Church, ministers from the Lutheran, Presbyterian, Methodist, and many
more. I don't think that it's a matter of denomination, it's a matter of interpretation
that got lost along the way. Though it might be obvious to you and me, it is critical to
go back to the Old Testament and the New Testament and realize how they were
originally written and interpreted. The story of Sodom and Gomorrah from the book of
Genesis, which is often used by the religious right to demoralize homosexuality, is
really a story about hospitality. There are many examples like that, and the film
interviews many spiritual leaders who analyze and discuss them.

CHILL: Tell me about the interviews you would like to do with members of the
LGBT community.

KD: On March 10th and 11th from 9@ 3.m.-9 p.m. at 1408 W. Carmen Ave. (one block
east of Clark and two blocks south of Foster), I'm conducting a drop-in interview
event for any members of the GLBT community who are willing to talk about their
feelings on organized religion and the oppressive claims made by some religious
groups. You do not have to be religious or even spiritual to participate in this event.
We will provide all participants with free food, beer, champagne and wine. Please
stop by if you can.

As a filmmaker, I respect peoples’ privacy and will shadow-out faces of those who are
concerned about confidentiality. My goal with these two interview days is to create a
thumbprint of our community’s feelings around spirituality. These short interviews will
serve as one of the most compelling and engaging aspects of the film. I encourage all
members of the GLBT community to bring friends and partners to attend.

CHILL: Whom do you want to reach with this film?

KD: I am making this film to help members of the GLBT community who struggle with
the issue of being religious and queer, and who have personally experienced "bible
abuse” from a friend or family member(s). My target audience, though I am not sure if
I will be able to reach them, is the religious right. So many minds are closed on the
religious right, and many politicians are galvanized by the evangelical voting block.
One of the things that enthuses these politicians is the homosexual issue.
Unfortunately, they are operating from a place of blasphemy and hypocrisy; I'm
hoping that if I can get just one Evangelical to scratch their head and think "Hmm,
maybe I'm wrong,” then change will have a chance to happen. A storm starts with
only one drop of water.

If you would like more information about the film, please e-mail Ky Dickens at
documentary @msn.com.
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FOF #1087 — Why Some Religions
Hate on the Gays
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Many of the world’s religious leaders disagree on a lot of things, but one thing that brings
them together is their condemnation of the gays. But why pick on the gays at all? Isn't God all
about love anyway?

Today we're talking to filmmaker Ky Dickens about her fascinating new documentary
“ which details her struggle to come to terms with how religious people view
same-sex loving folks.

Ky came out as a lesbian to her friends in college but was met with hostility and religious
condemnation. She was encouraged to seek counseling and reparative therapy. Instead, she
sought out all the specific references in the Bible to homosexuality and debunked them.

After finding out that the few mentions of homosexuality in the Bible didn’t carry much weight
when taken into context, Ky wrote a letter to her friend detailing what she found. Her friend
not only understood her message but apologized. This powerful moment inspired Ky to reach
out to a larger audience with a documentary on what she found out.

Listen as Ky talks about interviewing everyday Americans in truck stops, barbershops and
shopping malls about the Bible's take on homosexuality.

Hanging out with Shirley Phelps- is she for real? Who are the good guys fighting the good
fight? And why don’t more ministers and churches stand up for equality?

Fish out of Water shows this Sunday in Chicago at the Music Box theater as part of

2of3|Page
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Fish out of Water

If somecns warea to ask you where in the Bible
iz a reference to homosexuality, could you tell

him or her? If someone were to attampt to
persuads you the Bible claims cutright that

homeosesuality is wrong, could you defend L
yvourself? (S0t ch mnke Atkom ot Hav
Ex Dickens' didactic “Fish out of Water™

(zoog)is an engaging resource for those that

cannot defend themsalves against those who take it upon themselves
to be “Biblical spokespeople.” The part-2D animated film,
part-documentary delineates the “grossly misinterpreted” Biblical
passages used ritually to condermn those who identify as GLBTO,
including the stories of Adam and Eve and Sodom and Gomorrah, the
passages of Lewviticus, and the writings of Paul in Eomans,
Corinthians, and Timothy.

Although it plays like a History Channel program, with its assemblage
of found footage, including photographs, statistics, newspaper
headlines, instructional videos, amateur foctage, old films, and art,
“Fish out of Water” uses these tools to its advantage in invelving the
spectator, who probably identifies as GLBTQ. Hopefully eventually,
thizs adorable film can find its rightful audience in the mainstream,
which seams to be Dickens’ intention all along - to communicate this
information through the widely disseminated medium of film.

Dickens claims rightfully that religicus conviction plays a huge role in
modern discrimination against gay marriage rights, including the
institution of Prop 8 in California. Moreower, Dickens asserts
rightfully {again) that many of thesa religicus beliefs are often
personally un-researched and founded in hearsay. Her film’s goals,
then, are threefold: 1.3 To “out,” so to speak, these popular
convictions based on hearsay; =.) To prove how the Bible - being a
book - cannot ba interpratad without its cultural, social, and
linguistic contexts; and 5.0 To change pecple’s minds by informing
the mainstream why they have baen wrong to discriminate against
GLETO people.

Although Dickens’ film is multifacetad and multifarious in its uses of
the film medium (documeantary, animation, etc.), I see someathing in
hear film that is rare in others: It is structured like an essay. This
aspect is important because it assigns her narration a level of
intelligence that makes her statements hard to brush off (not to
mention the intelligence of the educated theclogians she calls on to
teach these commonly misinterpreted Biblical passages to viewsars.)
Dickens delineates her film with theses, “first”-g, “next”-s, etc. &

Vanderbilt alumnus, indeed, as Dickans notas in the expositicn of her
film.

Besides theologians, Dickens films interviews with staunch opponents
of GLBTO) rights, such as Fred Phelps, famously of the Westboro
Baptist Church (a.k.a. God Hates Fags). Although he speaks his mind,
often conflating members of the groups he opposes, including Jews
and gays, Phelps’ cutrageous statements end up baing completely
laughable, surrounded as they are among a sea of educated
responsas. Oddly encugh, they might be the (very ironic) comic relief

of the film.

Basides theologians, Dickens films interviews with staunch opponents
of GLBTOQ rights, such as Fred Phelps, famously of the Westboro
Baptist Church (a.k.a. God Hates Fags). Although he speaks his mind,
often conflating members of the groups he opposes, including Jews
and gays, Phelps’ outragacus statements end up being complataly
laughable, surrounded as they are among a sea of educated
responsas. Oddly encugh, they might be the (very ironic) comic reliaf

of the film.

Dickens is only a first-time filmmaker, but her work is compelling and
likable. Many who identify as GLBTOQ - mysealf included - would have
begged for a resource such as this one prior to this filim's creation.
Wall, here it is: cute on the outside, subversive on the insids. Dickans
might hawve felt like a “fish cut of water,” referring to the film’s title,
but she brings everyone in right with her.



WCQ335 Ky Dickens, Director of Fish Out of Water
2009-10-22

Host: Amy Matheny

Ay is running solo today and gives us some bulls-eye gossip
fram her entertainment bible including Wanda Sykes and
Cherry Jones.

Guest: Ky Dickens, writer and director of the film, Fish Cut af
Water. The film explores the impassioned relationship between
homosexuality and the Bible. Ky explains the evolution of the
long journey involved to have the film made. She also describes
the ¥ passages in the Bible that are used to condemn
homaosexuality. For mare informatian wisit
www.fishoutofwaterfilm.com. If you're in Chicago, it'll be the
centerpiece documentary at the Reeling film festival so visit
www.reelingfilmfestival.org

Follow Amy on Twitter!
Music Featured in This Cueercast:

The Fray - "All At Once"
Angel Taylor - "Like ¥ou Do"

Phota Credit — S, Fiynn (flynnworks)
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