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                                                                                                                   Synopsis  

You might think you know where the Bible stands on the subject of homosexuality, but when 
was the last time you actually checked? 

In the spirited documentary Fish out of Water, filmmaker Ky Dickens explores the seven Bible 
passages notoriously used to condemn homosexuality and justify marriage discrimination. 

With the help of a cartoon narrator, animated recollections of Bible passages and witty 
illustrations, Fish out of Water makes this polarizing subject accessible and non‐threatening.   

The film begins with an animated recollection of the fallout at Vanderbilt University when the 
film’s director came out to her sorority sisters. Their rabid rejection sparks her search for Bible‐
based condemnation. Crisscrossing America and listening to the country’s impassioned speech 
on this divisive issue, she speaks with ministers of all denominations, recording the experiences 
of the oppressed and the justifications of the oppressors. 

 Covering over twenty states and capturing the gay community’s devastation immediately after 
the 2008 vote on Proposition 8, Fish out of Water presents the hyper‐relevance of this old issue 
with concern, humor and creativity.  

Golden‐Globe nominated composer Kaki King (Into the Wild) delivers an original score that 
flows effortlessly through the film’s diverse elements.  
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Ky Dickens 
Director & Writer 

 
 

 
Ky started her film career at CBS (WTVR-TV), working as a Camera Operator for 
the evening news. In 2001, she moved to Chicago where she worked as a 
freelancer on music videos and independent films. Ky produced two independent 
films including Range Life written and directed by Robert Trondson and Ante 
Meridiem written and directed by Russ Blemker.  Her videography career has 
included filming a variety of live musicians including: Concrete Blonde, Nina Hagen, 
Cat Power, Amy Ray, Bitch and Animal, The Brazilian Girls, Ember Swift, The Blue 
Meanies, Peaches, Leslie and the Ly’s and many others. She has filmed meaningful 
events around Chicago, including the Decibel Music Festival, Gay Games, 
Gurlesque Burlesque and Estrojam.   Ky also produces television commercials and 
has produced spots for some of the most renowned advertisers in the world 
including: Neutrogena, Coke, Popeye’s, L’Oreal, Pantene, Clairol, Olay, Swiffer, 
McDonald’s, Revlon, Cover Girl, Arby’s, and Yoplait.  
 

Fish Out of Water is a personal project that Ky has been crafting for the past three 
years under the umbrella of her own production company, Yellow Wing Productions.  
Fish out of Water wrapped in June 2009.  
 

Ky graduated with magna cum laude honors from Vanderbilt University. At 
Vanderbilt, Ky completed a double major in sociology and communications and a 
minor in Fine Art. 
 

 
Kaki King 
Original Score 

 
 

 
Kaki King is best‐known for her gorgeous, percussive guitar playing, and her 
first two albums showcased her work on that instrument to great effect. Her 
third album, Until We Felt Red (Velour Records), introduced a gifted singer and 
songwriter, as well. Together with producer John McEntire (Tortoise, 
Stereolab, Sea & Cake), King has expanded her sonic palate to include 
everything from processed pedal steel and electronic distortion to live trumpet 
and strings and, most startlingly, her own voice, disarmingly winsome and 
sweet for a woman with enough attitude to launch her career playing for spare 
change on the New York subways.   
 

In 2007, Kaki received a Golden Globe nomination for her work on Into the 
Wild score that she composed with Edie Vedder. Kaki also contributed her 
music to Warner Brother’s  2007 feature film, August Rush.  Kaki just finished 
an original score for the independent documentary Fish out of Water.  Fish out 
of Water confronts issues that Kaki feels passionately about, religion and 
homosexuality, and she’s thrilled for films 2009 release.  
 

 
 
Fawzia Mira 
Producer 

 

 
Fawzia Mirza received her B.A. at Indiana University in English, Political Science 
and Religious Studies. She then moved to Chicago where she received her J.D. at 
Chicago-Kent College of Law and was admitted to the Illinois Bar in 2003.  
 

She is now a full-time actor and producer in Chicago and the Midwest. She has 
done extensive work with Endless Eye Productions including co-producing their 
current documentary, A Message from the East.   She is also a staff producer with 
Yellow Wing Productions and recently co-produced Fish Out of Water, directed by 
Ky Dickens. 
 

Fawzia is an ensemble member of Rasaka Theatre Company, the Midwest’s only 
South Asian Theatre Company. She also travels the country as an actor and 
educator with Catharsis Productions performing Sex Signals, an improv and sketch 
comedy-educational show about dating, dating stereotypes and consent.  
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Kristen Kaza 
Producer 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Since moving to Chicago five years ago, Kristen has worked in events management 
for Time Out Chicago magazine, marketing and community outreach for Whole 
Foods Market and recently was hired as the Marketing Manager for the Chicago 
Reader. 
 
 Kristen came on board as the Fish Out of Water publicist in the summer of 2007, 
and as her passion for the film grew so did her involvement in its development. 
Kristen focuses on the fundraising and outreach aspects of production by 
developing partnerships with various community and organizations, coordinating 
fundraising events and working with both the local and national media. Kristen feels 
incredibly honored to be a part of a project that is so deeply rooted in compassion 
and education.  
 

 

Kyle Harter  
Illustrator 

 

 

Kyle Harter is an artist, illustrator and graphic designer whose work has been 
published in Chicago's UR Magazine, The Reader, Innerview Magazine, and 
Shades Magazine (online). In addition, Kyle has exhibited his silk screening skills, 
designing posters for several Chicago bands.  
 

Numerous venues have exhibited Kyle’s printed work, paintings, and mixed media 
pieces. Places include: Sine Qua Non Salon, South Union Arts, quennect 4, 
Recycle Clothing, Around the Cyoate art Festival and Columbia’s A and D Gallery. 
The nonprofit organizations Art Fiend and Equality Illinois have also sponsored 
shows at which he has been a featured artist.    www.kyleharter.com  
 

 

Alan Saunders 
Animator  

 
 

 

Alan Saunders taught himself the fundamentals of traditional and computer 
animation at the age of 11.  Fifteen years later, this Chicago based artist’s work has 
been featured on MTV2 and Channel Frederator.  Currently, Newgrounds.com is 
producing his first feature length homemade film.    Alan also dabbles in web design 
and home music production.   
 

 
Anna Patel 
Online Editor, Co-Editor  

 

 
Anna Patel has spent the last three years editing, directing and shooting for a 
content commercial company. As well as creating some very infectious viral spots 
for clients such as Tresemme, Stella, Treeless-Squirrel.com and SELF magazine 
she has also cut her way into trailers.  Anna has edited trailers for several 
Documentaries and Foreign/Art House Films such as Martin Provost's, Seraphine 
and Emmanuel Mouret's Shall We Kiss.  Her passion will render itself most in her 
films. A Nephilim Grieves, her directorial debut film, premiered at the Chicago 
International Film Festival in 2008. She is currently working on short documentary 
that will wrap up in 2009.  
 

 
 

CJ Arellano 
Editor 

 
 

 
 

C.J. Arellano is a filmmaker, editor, and  writer of all trades. He follows two 
commandments: love thy neighbor, and thou shalt not get caught wearing a bad 
outfit.  Learn more at www.cjarellano.com! 
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Ky Dickens can’t outrun Fish Out of Water’s divine destiny 
by Chris Stedman || photos by Amanda Clifford

   

 
           Dickens is in the 
belly of the beast, waiting for a 
sign.
 Not literally, of course. 
In fact, right now she’s sitting 
across from me in the sunroom 
of her beautiful apartment – 
probably as far from krill-fi lled 
whale innards as one could get. 
But don’t blame her if she feels 
a bit like the biblical Jonah, 
stuck in the stomach of some 
great big sea beast because God 
selected an unwilling servant.
 “Selfi shly, I want to 
go do a project that’s not so 
socially relevant,” said Dickens, 
discussing the documentary fi lm 
she directed, Fish Out of Water, 
which tackles homosexuality 
and the Bible. 
 “I have so many ideas that 
would be a lot of fun to do. But I 
feel like the movie has wiggled 

itself into a social conversation 
that I can’t abandon without 
being disrespectful to it and 
the people who care about it,” 
Dickens said.
 “It’d be like deserting your 
child – it’s just irresponsible,” 
she continued. “As a fi lmmaker, 
it’s what you hope for. So as long 
as there is a demand, I have an 
obligation to the community.”
 The number of folks who 
count themselves in that camp is 
steadily growing. In a time when 
same-sex marriage and “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” make headlines 
daily, Fish Out of Water has had 
a prophetic effect. And Dickens 
is the fi lm’s beating heart. 
Her story is the anchor of the 
movie, elevating it beyond mere 
scholastic summary. 
 Like a prophet, Dickens 
embodies the fi lm’s ethic – one 
that maintains that the Bible has 
been misinterpreted and does 
not actually say that LGBT folks 

     Ky 
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are innately wrong – and makes it personal. 
There is something individual at stake for 
Dickens in the project, as there is for any 
good prophet. 
 When envisioning a prophet, some 
may call to mind Charleston Heston as 
an imposing monochrome Moses. The 
diminutive Dickens doesn’t match this 
image, but then again, her message is a bit 
different, too.
 “When I was coming out, I was being 
told that homosexuality was wrong. I’ve 
always been the type of person that needed 
to know all the answers, so I went out in 
search of them,” Dickens said. 
 “What I found is that there are huge 
300-page books that say that the Bible 
doesn’t actually say that homosexuality is 
a sin, but I felt like there was this void for 
something that distilled the information in a 
fun, entertaining way.”
 And so she made a movie, weaving 
animation and interviews with scholars into 
an accessible and engaging documentary. 
But, for Dickens, creating the fi lm – for 
which she collected donations and went 
signifi cantly in debt. “I did the total indie 
fi lmmaker thing and put a lot of it on credit 
cards,” Dickens said with a laugh– was just 
the beginning. Like any shepherd, she knows 
she needs to tend a fl ock if the message is 
going to last longer than her involvement. 
 “Making a movie is great, but making 
sure its intended use is implemented is more 
important,” said Dickens. 
 “The movie is intended to promote an 
alternate idea of what the Bible says about 
homosexuality, and that requires dialogue, 

which means this movie needs to have a 
long shelf life.”
 Sure enough, the movie has become 
something of a movement. This summer 
it will be the centerpiece of a campaign 
called “The Great American Outing,” which 
will bring it to cities throughout the Bible-
belt in hopes of spurring dialogue on its 
controversial subject matter.
 Though the fi lm has had a lot of 
traction in the LGBT and liberal religious 
communities, “The Great American Outing” 
aims to broaden the conversation around 
the fi lm to include wider circles of people 
– especially individuals that are less 
sympathetic to its pro-LGBT message. 
 But even before the launch of the 
campaign, another community is beginning 
to warm up to the fi lm: young urban-
dwellers. Dickens, for one, isn’t surprised by 
this.
 “I think in a lot of ways the greater 
urban environment has misjudged the 
hipster,” said Dickens. “The hipster contingent 
deeply values human connection, equality, 
progressive thinking, and intellectual 
attitudes. These are core hipster values. 
The fi lm has really been resonating with 
the so-called ‘aloof hipster’ crowd, precisely 
because it doesn’t really dumb down the 
facts.”
 Dickens suspects there is another 
reason this community is taking to the fi lm. 
 “[Fish Out of Water] is also a fi lm that 
doesn’t take itself too seriously, and I think 
the animation is a big part of why it works. 
The topic is polarizing, but I want people 
to know that they can laugh at it,” Dickens 
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said.
 Still, Dickens herself has had her share of 
surprises when encountering advocates of the 
fi lm.
 “It has shocked me at screenings, the 
people who I’ve prejudged as people who 
wouldn’t be interested in it, that come up to me 
and want to share a part of their history and 
how the fi lm impacted them,” said Dickens. 
 “People may talk about hipsters as 
disaffected, but I tell you: No one is too cool 
for connection and community, to want to be 
respected and loved.”
 Though the fi lm is making inroads among 
young urbanites, Dickens does recognize that 
some young people might not immediately see 
her fi lm as necessary or important.
 “Some people might think this [subject 
of homosexuality in the Bible] is an archaic 
conversation, that we’re in this new queer 
community that doesn’t need to have this 
conversation, but that is simply not true,” 
Dickens asserted. 
 “We all grew up in the same country, 
where 70 percent of the population are Christians 
and an overwhelming number believes gays are 
unnatural. Whether someone believes in God or 
not or is religious or not, all of the homophobic 
messages in our culture today stem from the 
Bible, and they contribute to the shame and 
insecurity all of us face to some degree.”
 One of the biggest promoters of shaming 
LGBT folks in America today is the notorious 
Reverend Fred Phelps of the Westboro Baptist 
Church, who has cast himself as something of 
a prophet himself with his “God Hates Fags” 
campaign. Dickens indicated that people have 
had strong reactions to the fi lm’s inclusion of 
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interview footage with him.
 “I realize some people are like, ‘why on 
Earth include him in this movie?’ But it was 
strategic,” Dickens explained. 
 “Even though Fred Phelps is extreme, he 
says things that a lot of people, on some level, 
agree with. The difference is that he looks like 
a frothing maniac. So people laugh at what he 
says, which is the easiest way to deconstruct an 
idea.”
 Phelps’ presence contributes to the 
aforementioned tongue-in-cheek tone of the 
fi lm, though Dickens questions whether even he 
takes himself seriously. 
 “They were so nice! We were all just 
shocked,” Dickens said, describing the day she 
spent with the Phelps family.
 “The moment the cameras came on, 
they were screaming ‘God hates fags!’ Then 
the cameras would leave and they would be the 
sweetest people you’ve ever met. It makes you 
wonder if their antics aren’t just some big prank 
on the public.” 

 But the strangest moment of the day 
happened at its start. 
 “We had just pulled up and were curious as 
to how the day would go. We called [the Phelps 
family] to let them know that we’d arrived. The 
way they answer the phone is ‘God hates blank.’ 
They say something different every time, like 
‘Good morning, God hates Canada!’ Or ‘Hello, 
God hates Margaret Cho, how can I help you?’ 
We thought it was hilarious.”
 “Maybe at one point they’ll be like, ‘God 
hates Fish out of Water, how can I help you?’ 
Then we’ll have made it.”
 With or without the Phelps’ 
acknowledgment, Dickens admits that she isn’t 
sure what it will look like for the fi lm to have 
“made it” because there are still so many people 
who believe that the Bible contains anti-LGBT 
decrees. But for now she will persevere because 
she passionately believes in the message of the 
fi lm. 
 Alongside the contested texts that the 
fi lm addresses, The Bible contains stories 

of prophets such as Jonah railing against the 
narratives of their time. Often their words fell 
on deaf ears. Let us pray, if you will, that is not 
the case for Fish Out of Water – if for no other 
reason, so that Dickens will have fulfi lled her 
prophetic duties and can take a break.
 “This is a project where I feel I must be 
responsible for it every second of my life; in 
every sentence I speak, in every move I make, 
in every conversation,” said Dickens. 
 “It would be nice to do something a bit 
lighter next time, something that I don’t take to 
bed with me. But I’m dedicated to seeing this 
through. Those receiving the fi lm will let me 
know when its time to move on.”
 Until that sign comes, her place remains 
– metaphorically, anyway – in the stomach of a 
creature that is totally at home in water.

Fish Out of Water will be released on DVD April 
20th, 2010. For more information on the fi lm, 
visit fi shoutofwaterfi lm.com

28



 



 

 
 
 

 
 

                   PRESS















THE VOICE OF CHICAGO’S GAY, LESBIAN, BI AND TRANS COMMUNITY SINCE 1985 Nov. 4, 2009  • vol 25 no 5

Lesbian
Cubs Owner page 22

Precious:
Lee
Daniels

page 14

www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

nnightspots 
pick it up

take it home
Pooch Pride at The 
Glenwood.
page 12

And for some reason, 
Pamela Anderson.
page 42

inSIDE
Nightspots chats with Scott Cramer of Berlin’s Stardust Thursdays.

page 22

We Are All Made of Stardust

October 28, 2009
#1004

page 17

Terry
Galloway Obama ends HIV travel ban

by Lisa Keen
Keen News Service
	
President Barack Obama announced Oct. 30 that 
his administration will end the long-standing 
policy at Health and Human Services (HHS) that 
banned immigration by people with HIV. He an-
nounced the policy change during a ceremony at 
the White House, where he signed a bill to reau-
thorize the Ryan White program to help people 
with HIV and low incomes.
	 President George W. Bush signed legislation 
last year that ended a 1993 statutory ban spe-
cifically against people with HIV. That law was 

called the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR). But it did not end the policy 
of the Health and Human Services Department 
that excluded people with a “communicable dis-
ease of public health significance.” That policy 
also excluded people with HIV. And many HIV- 
and civil-rights organizations said the law Bush 
signed did not really end the discrimination 
against people with HIV.
	 “Practically speaking, with the ban once again 
under the purview of HHS, nothing has changed 
for people living with HIV traveling through 
or immigrating to the United States,” stated a 
press release from the Community HIV/AIDS Mo-

bilization Project (CHAMP).
	 In his remarks at a White House ceremony, 
Obama noted that he and First Lady Michelle 
Obama had taken HIV tests during a visit to 
Kenya to help combat the stigma attached to 
the disease. He said his administration would 
take “another step toward ending that stigma.” 
He said HHS would publish a final rule that will 
eliminate the ban effective in 2010.
	 “This is a battle that is far from over,” said 
Obama, noting that 1.1 million people in the 
U.S. are living with HIV and 56,000 are newly 
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by Lisa Keen
Keen News Service
	
Portland, Maine—The vote tally in Maine Nov. 
4, while not complete and not official, suggests 
an effort to repeal the state’s newly passed mar-
riage-equality law has succeeded.
	 With 93 percent of the precincts reporting in 
as of 9:25 a.m. Nov. 4, the “Yes” votes to repeal 
the law totaled 53 percent of the vote, while the 
“No” votes against repeal numbered 47 percent. 
The Bangor Daily News provided the tallies. The 
state’s director of elections, Melissa Packard, 
said her office would not report results publicly 
until they are certified—in about 20 days.
	 The apparent vote marks a significant defeat 
for marriage-equality supporters, who were hop-
ing to regain ground lost last year when voters 
in California narrowly approved Proposition 8 to 
amend the state constitution to ban gay mar-
riage and undermine a court ruling that had en-
abled some 18,000 same-sex couples to marry in 
2008. ( The vote in that 2008 initiative was 52 
percent for, 48 percent against. ) It also appears 
to provide momentum to the anti-gay marriage 
movement, which is now attempting to stage an 
initiative against same-sex marriage in Washing-
ton, D.C., and which has a bill pending before 
the New Hampshire legislature to repeal a bill 
enacted there earlier this year.
	 In a ballroom at a Holiday Inn in downtown 
Portland, “No on 1” campaign manager Jesse 
Connolly announced to a hushed crowd of a few 
hundred supporters still on hand at 12:30 a.m. 
Nov. 4 that the campaign was not conceding 

Maine voters repeal 
marriage-equality law
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Reeling
‘Em In

Fish Out of Water (left) and Big Gay 
Musical (below) are just two of the 
dozens of movies that will be shown 
during Reeling, the second oldest 
LGBT-film festival in the United States. 
Read about the first week and peruse 

interviews with Mink Stole, 
Ky Dickens and others. See 

pages 15-17.
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REELING FILM FEST 2009

Reeling in 
the ‘Fish’
by Byron Flitsch

Various churches and religious leaders have spo-
ken against homosexuality citing the Bible as 
their main resource. But does the Bible really 
say anything about homosexuality? 
	 Filmmaker Ky Dickens tackles that exact ques-
tion in her documentary Fish Out of Water. The 
film asks LGBT church figures and other people 
(e.g., the Rev. Fred Phelps) their interpretations 
on homosexuality in the Bible while unveiling 
new perspective on seven Bible passages that 
have been commonly used against homosexual-
ity and same-sex marriage rights. 
	 Windy City Times: Let’s get right down to 
it. You’ve tackled two of the stickier moral 
debates [homosexuality and religion] in one 
film. Where did you get the bravery and inspi-
ration to make such a project?
	 Ky Dickens: I wouldn’t say bravery as much 
as necessity. When I came out to my sorority 
friends in college [Vanderbilt University] I was 
approached with so much judgment and the 
majority of the judgment was based on these 
religion-based beliefs. You know—“You’re going 
to go to hell!” or “That’s a sin!”—and at the 
time I didn’t really have any facts to disprove 
what people were throwing at me. So I started 
to do research, which led to the documentary. 
	 WCT: Do you think this research and the 
evolution to the documentary was also about 
coming to terms with your own sexuality and 
acceptance?
	 Ky Dickens: Absolutely. I needed to know 
what was true and what wasn’t and I started to 
discover that the Bible really doesn’t say any-
thing about homosexuality in it. Actually, the 
word homosexuality isn’t even in the Bible. Most 
of what people use to call homosexuality is a 
sin based on interpretation; I started becom-
ing more interested in what everyday people’s 
thoughts were about religion and those miscon-
ceptions. 
	 WCT: The title of your documentary, Fish 
Out of Water, is a popular metaphor, but what 
does it mean to you and to the film? 
	 KD: Well, it’s a double entendre! You may know 
this, but the fish is a symbol of Jesus. So that’s 
one angle. The other involves the idea that gay 
people are already a fish out of water in society. 
When the church doesn’t show much acceptance, 
where does out community get to go? We’re lit-
erally fish out of water. It’s fun imagery. 
	 WCT: Speaking of imagery, your film has 

some fun aesthetics. You use animation 
mixed with live-person interviews. Can you 
explain the reason of using cartoons? 
	 KD: I wanted the documentary to be acces-
sible to everyone and—let’s face it—talking 
about religion can get pretty boring. Two anima-
tors from Columbia College [Kyle Harter and Alan 
Saunders] took on some of my ideas I had to vi-
sually describe certain Bible scenarios. It makes 
it easier for people to separate certain scenarios 
and characters, too. Like, “Oh, that funny look-
ing character was introduced to us before when 
we were talking about Genesis.” 
	W CT: It probably lightens up what can be a 
pretty heavy topic.
	 KD: Totally. Our goal wasn’t to throw opinions 
at people. It was to comfortably integrate facts 
about something that people have a lot of mis-
conceptions about. I wanted any audience to 
walk away with knowledge and not feeling like 
they were just talked at for the entire documen-
tary. 
	 WCT: You got a talented name to do the 
soundtrack—Golden Globe nominee Kaki 
King. How did you get to work with her and 
how was it? 
	 KD: That’s one of the great things about this 
project. When I first started, I thought it was 
going to be incredibly hard to get people to 
help. But it was the opposite. I had a bunch of 
people approach me on their own or if I asked. 
Kaki came along when a friend and I went to a 
concert of hers and got to meet her back stage. 
We brought her some tamales from a stand out-
side and talked about the film. She was all about 
it. The score is original. We really didn’t want 
it to overshadow the rest of the film, but we 
wanted her style to be recognizable. 
	 WCT: So, looking back, what was your big-
gest challenge with making this documen-
tary? Was it asking the tough questions to 
religious figures? 
	 KD: Aside from the actual production difficul-
ties, the biggest challenge I still think about 

was getting the LGBT community to trust this 
film. 
	 WCT: Because it’s about religion?
	 KD: Well, it’s about church and religion and 
because the LGBT community has been shunned 
or judged so harshly by the church we’ve placed 
this stigma on how terrible it is. When people 
hear “another film about religion,” right away 
they want to put up defense. It makes people 
uneasy. I was afraid that I wouldn’t reach many 
audiences because of the topic. But it’s been the 
total opposite. 
	 WCT: Well, I think you’ve done your job now 
that you’re highlighted as the centerpiece 

documentary at the Reeling Gay and Lesbian 
Film Festival. What’s next for your film?
	 KD: We’re heading out on the road. We’re go-
ing to do some street marketing and handing 
out information to people to get the film out. 
The DVD will be available in the spring of 2010 
to purchase and to rent. We just want to keep 
getting the word out.
	 Fish Out of Water will premiere at the 2009 
Reeling Film Festival on Sunday, Nov. 8, at 
the Music Box Theater, 3733 N. Southport, at 
5 p.m. A post-film discussion will take place 
at In Fine Spirits, 5420 N. Clark. See www.
reelingfilmfestival.org.
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A closer look
at ‘Baby Formula’
by Tracy Baim

Mockumentary-style filmmaking is among my 
favorites, but it has been over-indulged and 
not true to its form in some recent TV shows 
and movies. However, The Baby Formula—
playing Friday, Nov. 6, at Landmark’s Century 
Centre Cinema, 2828 N. Clark, at 9:15 p.m. as 
part of the Reeling Film Fest—is among my 
new favorite lesbian films.
	 I had a chance to meet the film’s director, 
Alison Reid, and her partner, Cheryl Izen, at 
San Francisco’s Frameline Film fest this sum-
mer, when Hannah Free premiered, and they 
were very generous in offering advice about 
their road so far with their first feature film. I 
had loved the trailer for Baby Formula but, as 
with a lot of lesbian films, I feared the trailer 
would not live up to my expectations. It does, 
and I highly recommend this comedy for your 
Reeling viewing pleasure.
	 The Baby Formula, made in Canada, follows 
the exploits of a lesbian couple who are on 
the sci-fi fertility cutting edge, in a perhaps 
not-too-distant future when lesbians can actu-
ally have each other’s babies rather than need 
an outside donor. Holy hormones, Catwoman! 

Watch out as the tears and laughter begin. 
	 Angela Vint (Athena) and Megan Fahlen-
bock (Lilith) are well-cast as these partners in 
parenting, and you have a real sense of their 
screen partnership. In real life, director Reid 
managed to shoot this film timed to the actor’s 
real pregnancies. The water breaking? That was 
happening in real life the same day. I can’t 
even imagine how difficult this shoestring 
budget was with the added dimension of real 
pregnancies.
	 The science in Baby Formula has the spark of 
reality because Reid did her research, speaking 
to scientists and bioethicists.
	 “Until recently, it has been impossible for gay 
couples to conceive of the idea of being able 
to combine their genetics and have their own 
biological children,” Reid writes in her press 
kit. “That has always struck me as sad. When I 
read an article about some science that made 
it possible to create offspring from two female 
mice, it resonated with me, and inspired me to 
make this film.”
	 The two leads are wonderful, but Jessica 
Booker is particularly great as Grandma Kate, 
who steals the scenes she is in. Each of the 
family members have their own troubles, and 
the actors are allowed to seem human, not ste-
reotypes. And wait for the credits, because the 
scene with the stars singing Black Eyes Peas’ 
“My Humps” is not to be missed.
	 See www.reelingfilmfestival.org.

From left: Megan Fahlenbock, Alison Reid and Angela Vint in Baby Formula.
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