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synopsis

Middle aged, tiny Peppino is a taxidermist who meets a very tall and
attractive young waiter named Valerio at the zoo. Peppino invites Valerio
to become his well-paid assistant, to which Valerio readily agrees.
Valerio enjoys his new profession, and the prostitutes that Peppino hires
for him are a fringe benefit. However, Peppino cannot really afford
Valerio’s salary, and has been borrowing money from the Mafia, for which
he does work on the side with human corpses. When Valerio falls for
Deborah, a beautiful young woman, a battle of wills ensues for the
attentions of Valerio.

THE DIRECTOR

MATTEO GARRONE

Matteo Garrone was born in Rome on 15 October 1968, and graduated from
the Artistic Lyceum in 1986.

In 1996 he won the Sacher Festival with the short film Silhouette.

The following year his production company, Archimede, made Garrone’s
first feature film, Terra di mezzo, distributed by Tandem, which won
awards at the Festival Cinema Giovani in Turin (Special Jury award and
the Cipputi prize). The film was also shown at the Festival of Angers,
the London Film Festival and the N.I.C.E. in New York. That same year he
shot a documentary on Pentecostal traditions set in New York, Bienvenido
Espirito Santo.

In 1998, with Massimo Gaudioso and Fabio Nunziato, he co-directed the
short film Un caso di forza maggiore, and in Naples made a documentary
titled Oreste Pipolo, fotografo di matrimoni, selected at the Documentary
Festival in Amsterdam.

Again in 1998 he made his second feature film, Ospiti, awarded at the
Exhibition of Cinema Art of Venice (Kodak award), officially selected for
the festivals in Brussels, Rotterdam, Vancouver, London, Luxembourg and
Aix-en-Provence. The film received a Special Mention at the Angers
festival, Best Film of the Valencia festival, Best Film and Kodak award
at the Messina festival.

His third feature film, Estate Romana, made in 2000, was an official
selection of the Venice Festival and participated in the festivals of
London, Buenos Aires and Rotterdam.

FILMOGRAPHY

e Silhouette, 1996, short film, 1l6mm, color, 20 min.

e Terra di mezzo, 1997, feature film, 35mm, color, 80 min.

e Benvienido Espirito Santo, 1997, documentary, lémm, color, 50 min.
e [Un caso di forza maggiore, 1998, short film, 35mm, color, 10 min.

e Oreste Pipolo, fotografo di matrimoni, 1998, documentary, 1l6mm,
color, 50 min.

e Ospiti, 1998, feature film, 35mm, color, 82 min.
e [state Romana, 2000, feature film, 35mm, color, 90 min.
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