Finding a Place for Small Movies in the Big Picture

By FETER B NICHDLS

LTOGETHER o has been o bugh:
gpredile monih tor Firsi Run Fea
nuees, o small Mew York Dibm
ard viden disiribalor that has a
habil of acing & _ERE o5 bag lor

5 Squisition bedget

Hew playing a1 the Guad Cincma s Man-
Baglan, < lmssmna,” a chally Norwegisn pay-
cholegical thaller meleaied By Fiagl Run,
s earned ogefight revee s, The lilm ar
Stellan Skarspard as an mveslagator implki-
caved in @ emurder. “The holtest Swedish
import sace Garta,” John Anderson wrole

in Mewsday
Dosnisn 5t Film Forum, ~The Disens
chanied.”” ansther First Run rebeasa, is alse

dosng well afler Bagh pesase (eom crilcs A
French lilm diseécied by Benodl Jacgued, it
sears Judith Codreche as 3 precocious |1
yearaid who on a dare from her boyirend
agroes b2 skeep with the wglicsl man she can
fered. An “wncannily rch evocaiwn of a
jiag woman's terbulent inner life,” Sbe-

Helden wrote in The MNew York Times.
When these movies are [hiough e Mew

Yerli, of perhags belore, they will mave on
o selecied iheaters arvind 1hE Country,
playing m only oee of iwd 3 a flme 1o
oserve and CoROCETAlE promnolion man-
ey, and 1hen on 1@ vidin

Seymour Wishman., Firl Fes's presi-
dent, has a repuiatban faf kpawiag |l haw

o handie 3 sl fiim “He's nol @ Miramag
& an Ociober Films," sad Karen Cooper,
directar of Film Forsm, which books quite a
Ie= Firsa Fun flms, "'He doesn'l have thai
kind ol buying power &f aphlalialiea Bul
wih a very msdmal budget, be dadd 8 gond
ot of opensng a lot of 1his work nalonwide.™

M, Wishenan goi inta mavies i 1383 alver
& career a5 a criminal and civil rights
lgeyer and ihen as a writer I wis wriking
bk, which got me o of (he Law and inio
beirg ancredibly lonely,” be g3id. Abaut the
saime time, Flisi Bur, whath was rENE
1579 and had earned @ peputaisn Mo geiling
amall filind inns New York art bouney, was
i Bsancial dilleculty and kakicg for new
leasdorshap Mr WishEaan loved movics, and
&l the treubled company e lound dsmeoes
io ialk & kasaly  eredivses  pelling
“Where's my money™ = but at least it was
prople, " e said

Al the iime, Flost Buf spesialiied is pev-

Fapa noa ihe mos un{r‘!lnqu‘wu menliriet in
ghe world = "earnest, do-posd beliy Nilms,”
Mr. Wishman said A% 3 lirss i5ep he brosd:
encd the reperiory and fusned the Hde wih
iwahighly successial g, 8lbeil dodamen-
jarsed’ M Up* {19RY). the celmination ol
Michael Apied's senies foflowing a group ol
Brwond (fom childhosd bo sdalibooed, asd

=fherman’s March®™ {1586}, in which Foss
McEheee uies Sherman's Civil War route 13
mellect om kiz own libe and the women b it

= Up™ played lirst 38 Film Forum s
Bharis iy 1he Theatsr had ealy (e0 screens
“Afer three weeks Karen didn't Bave ream
Hor 0" Mr. Wishmian said, 0 we moved it
o the Bleecker Streel Theater,” wisre it
B a lseg run

(AL 15 thedee Hilmi B0 kiep 1B COMpany if
busissras, b searched e coundiy 08 1hea

iers thal would Book Firss Run [mas. ''Sher-
man's March™ pregenied & sptclal problem
becais B was made im 1§ milllmeter. “1
made a bt of iksarers that hisd 18 milime-
ter and weould be willing io play (ke filem,” be
aud “Sherman's Mareh,” e added, evento:
ally played in 108 cheaers dor period Pang-
ing irom a wick 0 nine menshs.

“We develoged a notwor k. Mr, Wishman
said " We played oo ar two Civkes 21 A time,
mat Y G O #, BECOULE 1 wal bed Eapea-

Bhew 16 sdveniine™ Flsat Ras flma Sepend
on pood reviews “Scenetimes ey el
awards; sometimes they get audiences,” he
sald. This yeaf, “"Walermelon Wemes'™
Cheryl Dunne’s sulobiographical (ilm atout
besbilan hfe, wal neicased om video alter &
national theater rum in 104 cltes, one or two
citien o1 @ ime ower & year

First Run gol Ingo wideo in the labe 198",
mi lirsd withoui much secoess. “We'd get
Isige ad-ances from IRFger vides. compa

nies, bt they tended fo sedl fo chains n°
large mambers,” Mr. Wishman sasd They"
didn't know what to do with First Rus fims,’
53 he maved o 1o smaller companies mr
dldnt Enoew, elther,
= was ulterly dependent h‘lll-lh'!-hﬁtl:

Ehat was at bﬂtlﬂﬂlh-{m-l.ﬂrrulhml.lll.w_
the kind of Gitles we had™ he sald, "5 [
mm:mmmu | comld b dnde-
pendent with.” As Mr. Wishman had '-'Ith
theaters, he ended up building a list o :.m
vidiss SEa0es Uset b coul sl do directly,

=All smalll distributers are gulded by one,
perton's passlons ond sensibllities” Ms.
Cooper ald. Mr. Wishman buslds his imves,
fory im calegories that ingerest him: politics,,
relipion, gay and lesblan subjects, he ine;
&ns, 1o name & few. Most of his (tles come=
lfeeem (ilm fesilvals or from producers whao.

Atacompany like !
! First Run Features,

success depends on
: careful thinking T
“about how to : 2
‘promoteamovieand =
where to play It. ]

Bave become acquuisied wiih his tase lnr
My with & poiet of view
“Barls s a good lestival Tor me,” hu-ll-d
] peeasionally po o Cansed, Bat [8m mak-;
“T'ers there have musch lanper expeclations:
and want large advances. | wsually have 1o
Jwendt for them 1o be disappoinied ™
Is 1984 the animator Michael Sporm was
kooking Tor a distribusar lor his
winning shorl estufe “Whtswail, "
mitslsg slery sbeut a young black g
s tmunied by gang of toughs who sprays
palst héi fece white. “First Hum had seons
Ehe Filrs s fectivals and wanted fo dissribale-
W, bt I, of coarse, wanied a Big Hmwﬂ'l'
and beld oif,* 5388 Mr. Sporm
Ddlers maeriakesd but Mr. Sporn {'.-ml
ezl comisriyble with any of them. “noe T
e (Bt qu:. 1 wantrd someons o Calop®
care of B, he sabd Two years Lser bep
called First Run, which Immediately hhle:.'
U
Tluumnmr will release [sn Mlt‘ml ]
filmi “They seem to jump at the chance w
lwmmrhlrrnlh: things,™ Mr. Spam |
3ald, "As an edepindent IlTrnam-'. ] r:.rvi;;

dewsi

arpsr with that®



