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The Unknown Soldier
What Did You Do in the War, Dad?
THE FILM ABOUT THE EXHIBITION THAT SHOOK GERMANY

The Wehrmacht-Exhibition, shown in eleven major iG&n cities between 1999 and
2004, challenged the people of Germany to rethihlatwheir fathers and grandfathers
did during WWII. Most believed that the cold-bleatimurder of civilians had been a
crime of Adolf Hitler's Waffen-SS exclusively. Btor the first time, German citizens

could access photos and films of Wehrmacht sold@rsenting and executing civilians

on the Eastern front. This powerful documentatimin seemingly ordinary people

committing extraordinary crimes shook Germany, tingi violent protests from those

who claimed that the evidence was manufacturedthin wake of this explosive

exhibition, director Michael VerhoevenTlie Nasty Gil interviews historians and

experts, including those who deny the crimes, allo@taccuracy of these allegations.
Filming in the killing fields of Ukraine and Belaswand incorporating archival footage
unearthed in the exhibition, Verhoeven weaves @rgubiof a nation as it confronts its
past.

“My father acted on orders.... | am proud of my fathe
VISITOR OF THE EXHIBITION 1997

“Berlin rightists mount protest of war exhibitionthe sins of the grandfathers.”
THE NEW YORK TIMES

“The Wehrmacht-Exhibition splits up Germany...the edrforces lost honor.”
LE MONDE

“Street battles errupt as neo-Nazis back Hitlertsng over atrocities.”
THE OBSERVER

“An Exhibition that has changed the memory of Gemynforever”
JAN PHILIPP REEMTSMA

“ ... the dark power of hatred"
NOBEL PRIZE WINNER IMRE KERTESZ

“Everyones potential crime, everyortassband’s, brother’s, uncles’, and grandfather’s

crime...(a) historical event.”
SUDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG



Producer/Director — Michael Verhoeven

Michael Verhoevenwas born in Berlin in 1938 and studied Medicin@®grlin and
Munich. He completed the state medical examinahd®66 and qualified as a doctor in
1969. He appeared as an actor on the stage arehgooen the early 1950s to the early
60s and has worked as a screenwriter, producediagctor since 1967, having set up his
own company Sentana Filmproduktion with wife SeBgager in 1965. He has received
domestic and international awards for films IReK. (1970),A Terrific Exit (Sonja
schafft die Wirklichkeit ab oder Ein ziemlich starker Abgang, 1973),Sunday

Children (Sonntagskinder, 1979), andrhe White Rose(Die weisse Ros€l982). His
1989 film The Nasty Girl (Das schreckliche Maedchenwas nominated for both the
Academy Awar@ndGolden Globeand won &ilver Bearin Berlin in 1990 as well as a
BAFTA Awardn 1992. After that, he madédy Mother's Courage (Mutters Courage,
1995),Zimmer mit Fruehstueck (TV, 1999),Enthuellung einer Ehe(TV, 2000) which
won two awards at the FIPA Biarritz in 2001, arftte Unknown Soldier - What Did

You Do in the War, Dad?(Der unbekannte Soldat 2006).

“My questions were often met with counter questisnsh as: did | know of any other
people besides the Germans who would defile thveir soldiers who had fought for their
country? | am not searching for ready answers. Bamintry has its own history. And

I'll stick to ours.” -Michael Verhoeven
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ABOUT FIRST RUN FEATURES

First Run Features was founded in 1979 by a grdufilmmakers to advance the
distribution of independent film. Under the leatep of the late independent film
pioneer, Fran Spielman, First Run Features quiog&yned a reputation for its
controversial catalog of daring independent ficteomd non-fiction films. Today First
Run remains one of the largest independent thahtiitd home video distributors in the
United States; its legacy includes films by suckahte directors as Spike Lee, Michael
Apted, Jane Campion, Ross McElwee, Michael Wintkono, Sven Nykvist, Peter
Jackson, Dariush Mehrjui, David O. Russell, Liz&erden, Claude Chabrol, Jan
Svankmajer, Peter Watkins, Radley Metzger, Victamdk, the Quay Brothers, Kim
Ki-Duk and Satyajit Ray.



