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“Certainly what happens on a Drag King stage is a form of gender performance but it goes way
beyond simply saying anyone can be anything. That's not the message behind the Drag King per -
formance. Many of the mainstream media commentators on Drag Kings wanted to emphasize the
idea that a very pretty feminine woman could be transformed through props and costumes and a litt -
le bit of facial hair into a very convincing man. That was basically the angle that mainstream media
took on Drag King culture. There is a more interesting and subversive story to be toid about Drag
King culture that has to do with reinventing and rescripting, to some extent, gender norms. That's
what | think Drag King culture is really good at, and good for.”

Judith Halberstam, Gendertheorist

Short summary

A film journey through a universe of female masculini-
ty. Alegendary Drag King Night in New York is the point
of departure for an odyssey to transgendered worlds,
where women become men - some for a night, others
for their whole lives. What motivates them? What chan-
ges take place? What do they dream of? The drag
kings of New York meet in clubs and change lustfully
into their male alter egos, parodying them and explo-
ring male eroticism and power strategies. In London
we see women experiment with hormones to become
new men and cyborgs. Masculinity and transformation
as performance, subversion or existential necessity. An
inimate film about people who create intermediate
sexual identities.
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Written and directed by: GABRIEL BAUR

After completing studies in Cultural Anthropology at the University of Zurich, Gabriel Baur attended the Film Department
of New York University in 1983-84, where she made her first shorts. Dividing her time between New York and Central
America, she worked as assistant director on film and theater productions, and made a documentary on the struggle
of women in a revolution-torn Nicaragua. In 1988, she returns to Europe to devote her time to experimental film and
script writing, among others 1990 "Lulutopia” , a story about the fantasies of men and women. She studies directing
and dramatic technigue in-depth with Wojciech Marczewski (PL), Krzysztof Kieslowski (PL) and Frank Daniels (USA).
1994 she realizes "Die Bettkonigin"/Queen of Bed". 1996 she starls research for her documentary feature "Venus
Eﬂﬂ".
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Cinema, Havana (1987), Ibero-American Film Festival, Huelva (Spain, 1988), Women in the Director's
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Festivals/invitations, selection: International Film Festival of Locarno (1994), Intemational Film Festival
"Figueira da Foz" (Portugal, 1994), International Forum "Arsenals” (Riga, 1994), Feminale {Germany,
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2001 VENUS BOYZ: Best Film / Critics Week, Filmfestival Locamo.




